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Welcome to St Peter's UCC In-Person and Livestream Virtual 

Worship Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a 

new service at 10 am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly 

on our website of the scripture readings and sermon. The podcast 

can also be found on most podcast catchers & platforms, under “The 

Redheaded Preacher.” Give us a like and 5-star rating to help others 

find us! 

  

Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday of 

the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God to 

partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of denominational 

background. To participate from home, please have a small cup of 

juice, wine, or other beverage you are comfortable with, and a piece 

of bread with you. When Rev. Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" 

(and "drink"), then we will all do so - physically separated, but 

together in spirit. 

  

Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming congregation. 

We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for over 152 years. We 

are a part of the United Church of Christ, which means we are 

passionate about our faith and open in our thinking. We believe in a 

Triune God who loves everyone, regardless of gender identity, 

orientation, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and 

we welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage, 

baptism, funeral, and fellowship with us. 

  

Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If you 

are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and last initial 

in the comments section under the video, and where you are 

watching us from! 

  

Donations. We have several options for giving, and your donation 

helps support our church and its various ministries. Now more than 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9RSRiqqbqUM8Z2GD3uVOPw
https://soundcloud.com/user-601376219
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ever, every contribution (large or small) is important to keep us 

going:  

• Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-997-

2346.  

• PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the "Paying 

for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees to St Peters.  

• Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from iTunes 

or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 and select St. 

Peter's from the drop down. Set up an account with a password (or 

process as a guest), select your donation frequency, amount, and 

add payment info. There is also an option here to offset the 

processing fee.  

• Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing regularly 

throughout the week.  

  

Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from home 

during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a voicemail, we 

are picking up messages regularly while we are not in the building. 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates and 

messages, and check our website for additional details, weekly 

announcements, and more. 

  

St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 

(Oakton and Laramie) 

847-673-8166 

Our network name is:  ATTUNITEDCHURCH; Pass: 

UNITEDCHURCH8166 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com  

Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org 

Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
paypal.me/stpeteruccskokie
https://play.google.com/store/apps
https://apps.apple.com/us/genre/ios/id36
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.instagram.com/stpeteruccskokie/
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

847-673-8166 

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Sunday, November 28, 2021, 10:00 AM 

First Sunday of Advent 

 

WELCOME GUESTS! 

* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE               “Creator of the Stars of Night” 

       

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (A litany of Darkness and Light from the 

UCC’s New Century Hymnal)  

Pastor:  We wait in the darkness, expectantly, 

longingly, anxiously, thoughtfully. 

Marcia:   The darkness is our friend.  In the 

darkness of the womb, we have all been 

nurtured and protected.  In the darkness 

of the womb, the Christ-child was made 

ready for the journey into light. 

ALL:  You are with us, O God, in darkness 

and in light.  

about:blank
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Ben:  It is only in the darkness that we can see 

the splendor of the universe -- blankets of 

stars, the solitary glowings of different 

planets. 

Beth:  It was the darkness that allowed the Magi 

to find the star that guided them to where 

the Christ-child lay. 

ALL:   You are with us, O God, in darkness 

and in light.  

Marcia:  In the darkness of night, desert peoples 

find relief from the cruel, relentless heat of 

the sun. 

Beth:   In the blessed desert darkness, Mary and 

Joseph were able to flee with the infant 

Jesus to safety in Egypt. 

ALL:  You are with us, O God, in darkness 

and in light. 

 

*HYMN:   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”         #88 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

P:   The cares of this life weigh us down, and we 

seek escape more than insight, avoidance 

rather than confrontation with God’s truth.  

God comes to us even when we are hiding 

from the best we know. 

Congregation:  God waits to hear our story and to 

restore us to life as God means it to be.  

Let us come to God in prayer. 
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

P:  All God’s paths are steadfast love and faithfulness for 

those who keep God’s covenant and laws.  

C:  And that’s just the thing. We don’t always live 

up to our part of Your covenant with us. We 

commit to creating loopholes throughout the 

laws You established to protect us and care for 

all Your creation.  

P:  We are quick to invoke Your name to endorse our 

own narrow beliefs while neglecting the impact of our 

words and actions. Forgive us, God of Hope.  

C:   Do not remember our transgressions! Restore 

whatever is lacking in our faith. 

ALL:   In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

“The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 

house of Judah… I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts…they shall all know me… for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more” 

(Jeremiah 31: 31ff). 

 

The days are surely coming!  In Christ there is a new 

covenant of grace and indwelling Holy Spirit, forgiving us 

and transforming how we treat each other.  In Christ we 

move from the dark of night which shrouds and creates 

fear, to come into His marvelous Light.  That’s a miracle of 

mercy and power, do you agree? 

All:  Yes we do! Thanks be to God our Savior! 
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*RESPONSE: Refrain from “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   

   (“Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel…) 

 

LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

Lighting the Candle of Hope this morning is Ginger 

Kalensky, with Barb Todd sharing some thoughts on what 

hope means to her. 

 

RESPONSE:  “The Candle of Hope”       (v. 1) 

(Sing to the tune of "O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!") 

The candle of hope we light in this hour 

Proclaims that the Lord is coming in power. 

We wait for a future, now hidden from view, 

When Christ in his glory will make all things new. 

(Text: Copyright © 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Used by 

personal permission). 

 

THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS  Jenn Schneider  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               Marcia Hilliard 

Prophecy:            Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Epistle:              First Thessalonians 3:9-13 

 

*GOSPEL:  John 18:33-38 
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*RESPONSE:  “Wait for the Lord”   (from the Taizé Community) 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYERS   

THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil;  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

And the glory forever.  Amen 

 

HOMILY:  “Guard Duty” 
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*HYMN: “Star-Child” 
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*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 

P:   Advent is an invitation.  God bids us meet God face-to-

face.  And while the encounter is one we rehearse 

every year, it promises to be a most holy event! 

C:   Together, we keep watch.  Together, we prepare. 

ALL:  Together, we journey in hope, with the light of 

God’s love showing us the way! 

 

*POSTLUDE:   “Veni”  Emmanuel 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 

MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 

DEACON  Maria Altmayer 

COUNTERS                           Ginger Kalensky/Dorothy Panzke 

NURSERY  Annie Noorts 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Good Morning! Happy Advent! We direct our hearts and our 

worship now toward the coming of Jesus at Christmas and at 

the end of time. Welcome. 

We hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving Day 

last week. 

Thanks to everyone who served in the ministries of the 

Church this morning, from Sunday School to administration, 

from worship to depositing the offering! 

We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 

church. No amount is too small! So many thanks to everyone 

who’s been keeping us going with your donations! See inside 

front cover for details on how to donate. 
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Our Sunday School will again be collecting baby items 

during Advent as we prepare for the arrival of Baby Jesus! 

Donated items will be given to Niles Township Food Pantry, and 

smaller items will supply our Mini Pantry as well. You can bring 

your items during worship and place them under our tree, or 

bring them during the week during office hours. IMPORTANT 

CHANGE – the Food Pantry has asked that, due to Covid 

restrictions, no clothing or blankets be donated – only 

consumable goods like diapers, wipes, formula, or lotion. Thank 

you so much for your generosity!  

 

We are doing the “Holiday Nights” collection of cookies, 

winter hats, scarves, gloves and cans of hot cocoa mix for the 

Night Ministry!  Some items have already been brought in, and 

we have two more weeks to add to the collection before we 

“bag & tag,” box and prepare for delivery all our offerings of 

these things to the Night Ministry’s new address.  That event in 

the Gym is next Sunday, December 5, after worship.  Please 

take part and bake / contribute items / help us package 

everything, whatever you can do!  Pastor will deliver them 

before the following weekend, which is their designated 

deadline.  Thank you in advance! 

We would love for someone to compose a short 

reflection on what next Sunday’s Candle theme of Peace 

means to you, and read it and light the Candle of Peace for us 

in the service!!  Tell Pastor. 

According to the Lector Schedule, next Sunday’s reader will be 

Barb Todd.   
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Wishes for blessed birthdays go out to Emily Brzozowski, 

Sandy Guenther and Louie Lopez.  Nancy and Phil Lindroth have 

a wedding anniversary on the 3rd. 

Our Call to Confession is reprinted by permission from the 

publisher of Flames of the Spirit, ed. Ruth C. Duck. Copyright 

1985 The Pilgrim Press.  The Prayer of Confession is from the 

resources provided by the U.C.C. as part of the worship 

resources for the Christmas Fund for Veterans of the Cross / 

Emergency Fund, 2021.  “Star-Child” is written by Shirley Erena 

Murray (text), copyright 1992 Hope Publishing (and is covered 

by our LicenseOne agreement, as the 1994 Hope Publishing 

copyright / permission for the composer Carlton R. Young.  

Pastor’s podcast is available wherever you listen to 

podcasts!  Just type in “The Redheaded Preacher” and you’ll 

find us!  Pastor’s weekly podcasts include the prior Sunday’s 

scriptures & sermon, and some words and prayer from Pastor 

just for the listeners of the podcast!  Check it out!  

 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT   Jenn Schneider 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Judy Paige  

TREASURER   Chad McCoy  

SECRETARY   Carolyn Kuechler 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Marcia Hilliard 
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION 

November 28th, 2021 

 

JEREMIAH 33:14-16 

“14The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 

fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house 

of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah 

will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 

name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our 

righteousness.”  

 

FIRST THESSALONIANS 3:9-13 

Paul writes, “9How can we thank God enough for you in return 

for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 

10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 

face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

 

11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus 

direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase 

and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 

abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your 

hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God 

and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.”  

  

 Jesus foretold the destruction of the Temple, and the disciples 

asked him what were the signs that this was imminent.  The 

last part of His reply is what follows: 
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LUKE 21:25-36  

 Jesus said, “25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, 

and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations 

confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People 

will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 

world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  

 

27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take 

place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption 

is drawing near.” 

29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 

trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for 

yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, 

when you see these things taking place, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will 

not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

 

34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and 

that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it 

will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 

36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength 

to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 

before the Son of Man.”  

 





Clean out your closets for

St Peters United Church of

Christ-Skokie!

FUNDrive  Coordinator
Laura Olson

(847) 673-8166

office@stpeteruccskokie.com

Our Goal: $1000

278 Tall Kitchen Bags + Large Yard

Bags

Fundraiser Dates:
12/01/2021 - 01/09/2022

® We are a small church raising money for our general 

fund which covers everything from paying bills to 

community outreach.  

Donations can be dropped off weekdays when the 

office is open, 10 am - 2 pm.  

We Are Collecting

Clothes
men's, women's and children's clothes, coats, shoes,

scarves, handbags, wallets, fashion accessories, ties,

belts, backpacks, etc.

FUNDrive  is an eco-friendly fundraiser for nonprofit organizations.

Collect gently-used items in your community and FUNDrive  will buy

them.

Visit https://FUNDrive.savers.com to learn more.

Visit https://FUNDrive.savers.com to learn more.

®

®

 BLOG ELIGIBILITY & FAQ CONTACT US

Clean out your closets for St Peters United Church of Christ-Skokie! https://fundrive.savers.com/e/stpetersunitedchurchofchristskokiefundriv...
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