ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR

Sunday,
July 3,
2022
10:00 AM
___________
Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost

Welcome to Worship!

SUNDAYS @ 10:00AM
In-person Worship. Following COVID safety protocols
Livestream on YouTube. Live at 10am then available on our channel
“The Redheaded Preacher” Podcast. On Soundcloud, includes
sermon and scriptures only, posted weekly by Tuesday

Ways to Give

Text Your Gi�. 844-997-2346 Super easy a�er a ﬁrst-�me setup
PayPal. PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the “Paying for Goods or
Services” box to not pass on the fees to St Peter’s
Check or Cash. Mail to the address below ... this way s�ll works ﬁne
Vanco GivePlus App. Contact the church oﬃce to set up regular giving

Open Communion

All Chris�ans and seekers a�er God are invited to partake of the Lord's Supper
with us the ﬁrst Sunday of every month and special Holy Days (Christmas,
Maundy Thursday, and Easter). At-home Communion par�cipants are invited to
provide their own elements and join when Pastor bids you, “take, eat, and drink.”

About St. Peter’s UCC

We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie since 1867. We are a part of the
United Church of Christ, which means we are passionate about our faith and
open in our thinking. We believe in a Triune God who loves everyone, regardless
of gender iden�ty, orienta�on, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and we
invite all people to share worship, membership, marriage, bap�sm, funeral, and
fellowship with us.

Contact, Follow, or Talk to Us

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com
In the oﬃce Wed-Sat (�mes vary) and Sundays
Laura Olson (Oﬃce Manager): oﬃce@stpeteruccskokie.org
Oﬃce hours Mon-Fri 9am to 2pm
Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com
Facebook/Instagram/YouTube: stpeteruccskokie
Website: www.stpeteruccskokie.org

Like, follow, or join our
email list for up-to-date info
about events and activities!

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 | 847-673-8166

P = Pastor

C = Congregation

A = All

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ in Skokie
Order of Worship for Sunday, July 3, 2022 at 10:00am
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Welcome to worship. The music before the service is intended as a
time of silent prayer and preparation.

PRELUDE

“A Joyful Ode”

By Lehenbauer

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS
THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jenn Schneider

Those who are able please stand.

CALL TO WORSHIP
P: We heard last week, “For freedom Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke
of slavery.”
C: Our liberty has limits and a purpose, in faith and outside
of it: “For you were to called to freedom, brothers and
sisters, only do not use your freedom as an opportunity
for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to
one another.”
P: Freedom is also in our spiritual history, as God liberated
the Hebrew slaves from bondage in Egypt to become,
eventually, the free nation of Israel, dedicated to Yahweh
their savior.
C: Jesus freed ill persons from their diseases, sinners from
their guilt, hungry followers from empty stomachs, and
despondent people unto hope.
P: On Calvary he washes away our sins and in Resurrection
he frees us from the fear and ultimate power of death.
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C: All people are created equal by the Lord; we have more
trouble seeing this than God does. Let us worship the
liberating God!
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
P: Holy God, in the beginning was a song of peace. Creation
danced in harmony and each plant, animal, bird and
human carried its part in the song. And the rivers sang,
the mountains clapped their hands and the trees shook in
laughter.
C: But we have interrupted the song and threatened the
singers. Fear and violence stalk our streets and
extinguish the chorus of hope. Warring groups look for
blood but not harmony. Poverty chokes the songs of
many and injustice breaks the will to sing. Even the
world is scarred. The melody of the rain forest grows
dimmer. Weapons are stockpiled while orchestras go
searching for funds. In countless villages and cities, the
poor are left out in the cold without hope.
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P: Persistent God, gather us around the common table,
where the poor are remembered, the peacemakers are
renewed and the faithful sent to weave songs of peace
and deeds of justice.
C: Holy God, turn our face toward kindness, fill our hearts
with your compassion and guide our feet along the
paths of peace. For you are the Holy One who brings the
dawn after the darkest hour and the Freeing One who
desires liberation for all the oppressed.
A: Work your will and your way in and through us for the
sake of your creation. Through Jesus, who gave his life
for us. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON Luke 11:20
P: After a successful mission trip of healing and preaching
by the disciples, Jesus said “Do not rejoice at this, that
the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are
written in heaven.”
Power is not the be all and end all. Triumph over evil is
not, either, in the end. Death lasts much longer than
life, and forgiveness of sins through our loving Christ
means that our names, too, are written in heaven, for
eternity. Let us not forget the treasures of our faith are
not only for the living of these days in love, peace, mercy
and justice, but also for the glory that is to be. By the
grace of God. Will the church join me in praise for the
good news of God’s freeing love?
A: Yes of course! Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

C = Congregation

“My Country, ‘tis of Thee”

A = All

#441

In v.1, line 3 you may choose to sing ‘my forebears died,’ and in v. 4, line
1, sing ‘Our forebears’ God, to Thee.’
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The congregation may be seated.

CALL TO OFFERING
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Old Testament
Epistle

Jenn Schneider
2nd Kings 5:1-14
Galatians 6:1-10

MUSICAL MEDIATION “I Vow to You My Country”
By Holst
Those who are able please stand.

GOSPEL

Luke 10:1-11 , 16-20

RESPONSE

“Alleluia!”

#495

The congregation may be seated.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYERS
HOMILY

“Sowing the Good Seed”

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Exhortation and Invitation
Sursum Corda:
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts!
C: We lift them up to the Lord!
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Prayer of Consecration

The Words of Institution
Participation
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’)
THE LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil;
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen
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Those who are able please stand.

HYMN

“Lead On, O King Eternal”

#299
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CHARGE Micah 6:8
P: “The Lord has told us, O mortals, what is good; and
what does the Lord require of us but
C: to do justice,
P: to love kindness,
C: and to walk humbly with our God.”
BENEDICTION
C: Amen!
POSTLUDE

“National Hymn”

by Lehenbauer

The music after the service is intended as a time of reflection. Pastor will
be pleased to greet you at the Sanctuary doors as soon as the postlude
has concluded, and our livestream has stopped.

FOR WORSHIP TODAY
MINISTER
Rev. Richard Lanford
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Ben Westphal
DEACON
Dan Guenther
LIVESTREAM
Beth Lanford
NURSERY ATTENDANT
Mike Ryan
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Good Morning! Welcome to worship in Jesus’ name. As
we pray today that God bless America, may the whole
world know God’s goodness and live in peace and love.
About Communion: All Christians and seekers after God
are invited in to partake of the Lord’s Supper here
regardless of denominational background. We practice
open Communion. We do, however, ask our own St.
Peter’s U.C.C. young folk to first go through the
Communicants Class (6th grade). IF you are with us in
person, we hope you took one of the pre-filled
Communion cups (juice) with the wafer on top. When
the Pastor prompts us, please peel off the top layer of
the cup covering to get at the wafer, then pull the wafer
off to eat. If you are worshiping with us on-line, when
prompted, please take whatever bread you have set
aside for this, take and eat as prompted; when it’s time
for the cup, please do the same with whatever you have
put in your cup at home (juice, wine, water, etcetera).
THIS WEEK sorting is on Tuesday and Thursday evenings
(6:30 – 8:30 PM), plus Fridays 10 AM to Noon. Come
when you can, leave when you must, all assistance will
be needed and appreciated.

We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the
church. No amount is too small! So many thanks to
everyone who’s been keeping us going with your
donations! See inside the bulletin’s front cover for
details on how to donate.
Donations needed for our mini food pantry! Our supply
has dwindled, any items appreciated. Bring your
donations to Sunday service or to the office area during
the week and thank you!
Village Inn Fundraiser is July 17th! Eat in, carryout or
have delivered their delicious food on this day, mention
St. Peter’s UCC to your server and we’ll get 20% of
whatever you spend!
Office Manager Laura Olson is taking some vacation
time after Independence Day (office is closed). She will
be gone throughout the week, and the first day of next
week (Monday, July 11th). Sharon Johnson has
gracefully agreed to cover a good portion of her office
hours; please see the on-line Calendar in July for the
specifics.

Pastor will be holding a new members/seekers class
soon! Please let him know if you are interested in joining
in!
Hospitalized: As of this midweek writing, Dorothy Panzke
is hoping to have been returned from Elevate Care Irving
Park to her home for continued physical therapy. Ralph
Burmeister remains in hospice at Celebrate Senior Living,
Room 432, 7000 N. Newark Avenue, Niles, 60714.
Happy birthday! Having birthdays this week are Ann Aler,
Mike Taheny and his sister Mandy (Taheny) McDonald,
Beth Lanford, Judy’s grandson Danny Mahoney, Sandy
Piper, Nancy Lindroth, and Ron Schuhrke. We wish all of
them the best on their birthdays!
According to the schedule, next Sunday’s Nursery
Attendant will be Annie.; the Lector will be Andre
Gloeckner after a switch.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT
TREASURER
SECRETARY
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Jenn Schneider
Judy Paige
Chad McCoy
Carolyn Kuechler
Maria Altmayer

Please remember that we can always use food contributions for
the Mini-Pantry! There are now copies of a list of suggestions
and items by the narthex and on the shelves where the food is
kept by the offices. Take one home! Demand has increased
considerably since it was first installed last September. We always
appreciate what is brought in, and the need does not go away.
Perhaps if you are employed you could ask about doing a
collection at your job. Thank you!
Pastor's Podcast is now on all the Podcast platforms- iTunes,
Stitcher, Overcast, Spotify, Podcast Addict, Amazon Music and
more. Just look up "The Redheaded Preacher" on your podcast
catcher or music streaming service then hit subscribe and you'll
get the newest editions weekly! You can also get it via the
church’s webpage link. Give us a 5-star rating and review if you
can, it helps us grow so much.

MISSION MOMENTS
July 3, 2022
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 5:1-14
Surprising Prophets
This is my song, O God of all the nations
A song of peace for lands afar and mine
This is my home, the country where my heart is
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine
But other hearts in other lands are beating
With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.*
Of all the interesting characters we find in the busy book of Kings,
Naaman is perhaps the most relatable to modern people. Mostly,
his life is pretty good. He is successful at his career. He’s wellregarded by his peers. He has enough money to be more or less
comfortable. He just has this one irritating problem - a skin
ailment that will not leave him be.
When he finds out that a healer in a neighboring country might be
able to help him, he’s able to wield his influence and power to
find a way there. When he reaches the healer’s house, he is not
welcomed in, as he would have expected after a long journey.
Instead, he’s instructed by a servant to go bathe in the nearby
Jordan River.

Insulted, he stomps off. Again, relatable. You can just imagine him
fuming that he had paid the guy, and he didn’t even get a
meeting. And what kind of river was the Jordan anyway? The
rivers in Naaman’s own country were much more impressive.
When Naaman decides to fill the healer’s frustrating prescription,
he is cured of more than his physical ailment. Perhaps even more
importantly, he is relieved of his prideful nationalism, the belief
that they do things best back where he’s from.
Today is the day before American Independence Day, and many of
us will raise our voices in songs of praise for our own nation’s
majesty and beauty. Today might also be a day to turn to page
591 in The New Century Hymnal, to give voice to the humility,
curiosity, and generosity that is the path to knowing, like Naaman,
that unthinking nationalism is never going to be what heals. What
heals is curiosity and respect for all people.
*Stone, Lloyd. “This is my song.” The Hymnal © 1933, The New
Century Hymnal © 1993, p. 591

SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION

July 3, 2022

2 Kings 5:1-14

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and
in high favor with his master, because by him the LORD had given victory to
Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the
Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of
Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. She said to her mistress, "If only my lord
were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy." So
Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had
said. And the king of Aram said, "Go then, and I will send along a letter to the
king of Israel."
He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold,
and ten sets of garments. He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read,
"When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant Naaman,
that you may cure him of his leprosy." When the king of Israel read the letter, he
tore his clothes and said, "Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word
to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a
quarrel with me."
But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his
clothes, he sent a message to the king, "Why have you torn your clothes? Let him
come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel." So Naaman came
with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha's house. Elisha
sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your
flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean."
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But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, "I thought that for me he
would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and
would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not
wash in them, and be clean?" He turned and went away in a rage. But his servants
approached and said to him, "Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do
something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he
said to you was, 'Wash, and be clean'?"
So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according
to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy,
and he was clean.
Galatians 6:1-10

My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received
the Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you
yourselves are not tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are something,
they deceive themselves. All must test their own work; then that work, rather than
their neighbor's work, will become a cause for pride. For all must carry their own
loads. Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their
teacher.
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow.
If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you
sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow
weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.
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So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and
especially for those of the family of faith.
Luke 10:1-11

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him
in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them,
"The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending
you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals;
and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this
house!' And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that
person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and
drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move
about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome
you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, 'The
kingdom of God has come near to you.' But whenever you enter a town and they
do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 'Even the dust of your town
that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the
kingdom of God has come near.'
"Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me,
and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me."
The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name even the demons
submit to us!" He said to them, "I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of
lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not
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rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written
in heaven."

