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From the Minister’s Desk
By Reverend Richard Lanford
Yes, my desk, because today my tablet is on the desk in the Pastor’s Study in the church
building.
This is the month of Veterans Day. It is the month I will take a week of vacation. It is the
month we celebrate Thanksgiving, and two days before that the Niles Township Clergy Forum
hosts the annual Interfaith Community Thanksgiving Service in one of our member’s houses of
worship or education. That’s going to be Tuesday, November 23 rd.
This is the month of ‘Black Friday’ and the First Sunday of Advent, of All Saints Day in our
more liturgical congregations, and this year it’s when Hanukkah begins.
November is the month when the wreaths that were ordered by St. Peter’s folks in early
November get to pick them up, and is the month of the Holiday Craft Show (on the 13th).
Traditionally it is also ‘Stewardship month’ when we hear and think more than usual about our
own management and caretaking of what God has blessed us with, and how we can bless
the church and others with those gifts. There is a good bit that goes on in November!
One of the common parables from Jesus that churches hear during stewardship season is
that of the “talents.” You know, a master goes away for a while but gives his slaves talents
with which to trade or use while he is away: one got ten, one got five, and one got one. The
first two “traded” with their talents, they invested them or put them to creative use, and made
the same amount back in profit, or value. The third slave was afraid of this master and hid the
one talent in the ground.
Was this third slave discouraged or ashamed because he was only given one talent? Or
was he afraid of the master because he did not know him well enough to have any other
reactions to this task? If he was that afraid, why didn’t he invest it with the bankers and return
it with interest, like the angry master asked him when he returned. Was there low self-esteem
involved, or a dismissing the value of the one talent?
We cannot read his mind (it’s a story, after all) but the parable makes its point (which is
what parables do, make one point): do not bury the talent God gives you. Use it.
Somewhere. Maybe in worship, at work, in Sunday School, at home, in the neighborhood, or
wider. God expects us to put to use what we’ve been given, small or medium or larger. I
would say God wants us to use it to bless others if not also provide for ourselves as needed.
God does hold us accountable for our stewardship! Is there a talent, gift, or resource you or I
may be hiding or hoarding? Maybe more than one? Let us not wait long to invest or share it!!
We do not know when we will be asked to give an accounting of that with which we’ve been
entrusted. Give thanks!! Keep the faith, Rev. Richard Lanford
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Holiday Craft Show & Bake Sale
Saturday November 13 at 10-3pm
Back again after 1 year off and bigger than ever, over
30 vendors will set up with their crafty wares in our
gym AND Memorial Room. Get your Christmas
shopping started early or finish it all in one day!
Tastefully Simple, Mary Kay, Pampered Chef, Color
Street Nails along with beautiful handmade items
from 30 plus vendors.

Holiday Meal program – We are again the lucky
recipients of Thanksgiving & Christmas dinners
from the Jewel. We ask that you donate to the Jewel
on Touhy at the Village Crossing Shopping center, if
possible, within the first week of November but for sure
throughout the holidays. We’d like to try to increase
the number of Thanksgiving dinners we receive to
cover more charities. Call the office with questions
and thank you so much!

VILLAGE INN FOOD FUNDRAISER – November
14 from 11 AM to 11 PM is our fundraising date.
Take a break after volunteering and shopping the
Craft Show. We get 20% of whatever you spend (the
most any business will give, most only give 15%) and
you get a nice meal out, delivered or carried out.
Just don’t forget to mention St. Peter’s UCC to your
server! Thanks so much for your continued support!

Partners for Sacred Spaces meeting - please join
us via Zoom on Thursday, November 11th when we
have a conversation with Sarah from Partners for
Sacred Spaces on how we can best utilize and
maintain our building to maximize its mission and
impact in Skokie. If you did not receive a link to
that meeting, let the office know.

WOMEN'S GUILD MEETINGS 2021 - 2022
November 10th 11:30 a.m.
HOSTESSES: Susan Bailey & Judy Paige
DEVOTIONS: Marlene Russell
PROGRAM: Cookie Walk
(please bring 3 dozen cookies)
December 8th 11:30 a.m.
HOSTESSES: Guild Board
DEVOTIONS: Barbara Todd
PROGRAM: Holiday Games
Submitted by Sue Bailey
Dorothy Taylor Memorial Service – We will be
remembering the wonderful, happy, loving woman
that touched so many of us during a memorial
service here on Saturday, November 20th at 11
AM. All are welcome that knew her!
Transgender Remembrance Day –November 20th
is the day; it is a day to draw attention to the
continued violence endured by transgendered
people. We will be remembering, memorializing and
lifting up those who have been murdered because of
transphobia during worship on Sunday the 21st of
November. Please join us.

The Thanksgiving Interfaith Service will be a
hybrid one this year! On November 23rd there will
be a live service at a location TBD, and it will also
be live on zoom. We’ll have a link and more
information in upcoming communications.
Night Ministry Hats, Cookies, Etc. In keeping
with our identity as a mission-oriented
congregation, we are again going to hold our annual
drive for cookies, winter hats, hot cocoa mix, gloves
and scarves for the Night Ministry. We won’t have
the large number of home-made woolen winter hats
made each year by Ralph and Carol Burmeister due
to downturns in health, but we will still ask for
winter hats for the Night Ministry! The ministry is
also asking for winter scarves, gloves, cookies
(home-baked or Holiday Oreos), cans of hot cocoa
mix (please not boxes of individual packets), and
also long underwear for adults (M-XL) and adult
thermal socks. Please note, the Night Ministry is
telling us that Dark Colors are preferred for hats,
scarves and gloves. The gathering/bagging/boxing
date is SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5th after worship.
Please bring cardboard boxes in which to load and
deliver all these, too! Thank you in advance, Pastor
and the Micah 6:8 committee.

Upcoming Events (cont.) & Our People
Wreath orders need to be in by November 5th.
Pickup is scheduled November 20th from 1-4 PM.
Daylight Savings time is November 7th at 2
AM. Remember to set your clocks back 1 hour!
Poinsettias! Look for the order form at the end
of this newsletter. 4 colors to choose from this
year. Get those order forms in by December 3rd!
November is the Month of Thanks! We know
that there are many people at St. Peter’s that
carry on work behind the scenes, not needing
thanks because the work they do is to honor God.
That doesn’t mean we don’t appreciate them! Is
there someone you know that works hard doing
stuff that no one knows about? Let the Office
know, and we’ll give a shout out to them in
worship this November!
There will be an in-person Christmas Eve
service and the Sunday after Christmas.
More details in upcoming communications!
Outreach Open House! In January, we are
going to kick off 2022 with an Open House
featuring the ministries that St Peter’s partners
with and other non-profit organizations in the
Niles Township/Skokie area. This is in the
planning stages, and we’ll need lots of help to
make it happen – please contact Jen S. to be a
part of this unique opportunity!
FUNDdrive in January! We will be collecting
softgoods again throughout the month of Januarythis includes clothing, accessories, stuffies,
bedding, linens and more. Talk to Annie Noorts
for more details/questions. We 20 cents per
pound so bring all you can!
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LECTOR & NURSERY SCHEDULE FOR
November
Lector:
Nursery:
th
Nov 7
Olivia A. / Laurie M.
th
–
Nov 14
Peter S. / Beth L.
Nov 21st - Jen S. / Mike R.
Nov 28th - Marcia / Annie N.
Dec 5th - Barb T. / Heidi T.
New Baby - On October 9th, Willow June
McDonald was born to Mandy (Taheny) and
Michael McDonald and their first daughter
Payton! She entered the world at 8 lb. 13 oz
and 19” long. Best wishes to the family!
Baptism - In a private ceremony due to
COVID-19 precautions, Atlas Brooks Fink, son
of Michael and Paula Fink, was baptized into
the Christian faith in the afternoon of Sunday,
October 24th. Their daughter Autumn was
baptized here not too long ago, and when
they’re old enough, look for them in worship,
Nursery and / or Sunday School! Our best
wishes of God’s grace to them; Atlas was
born last February 18th.
Pastoral Vacation - Pastor Richard will take 7
days of vacation in Nov., from Thursday, Nov.
4th through Wednesday, Nov. 10th. He’ll be
back at work in the pastor’s study the next
day, Veterans Day, the 11th. His next
vacation of 8 days is after Sunday, Dec. 26th,
on which day there will be a worship service
and, we anticipate, the baptism of a baby
girl!
A Word to our Lectors- Just a tip to you all,
whether short or tall: please, when reading at
the Lectern place the mike opposite your
mouth so it will pick up your voice properly.
Most of the congregation sit in the back of
the sanctuary so you have to project your
voice as much as possible keeping it close to
your mouth. This will enable everyone to hear
your wonderful meaningful words. Thank you
for enriching our worship! B. Todd

Our People (cont.) & Church News and Thanks
In Memoriam - Longtime member Dorothy
Taylor left this life on Tuesday, October 12th at
the age of exactly 100 and one-half years.
Her life will be celebrated in a memorial
service at Saint Peter’s at 11:00 AM on
Sunday, November 20th with a private
interment. A more detailed announcement
will be in the December Announcer. In the
death of Dorothy, we are very saddened by
the loss of one of our own, St. Peter’s former
pastor Ken Taylor’s widow, friend, school
nurse, cheerful next-door-neighbor to the
church building, and much more.
Women's Guild News - Oct. 13, 2021
The Women's Guild met on Wed. Oct. 13 at
11:30. Hostesses were Dorothy Panzke and
Alice Schaller and Ginger Kalensky gave
Devotions. Sadly, Barbara Todd reported that
Dorothy Taylor had passed away on Oct. 12
at her nursing home, Highland Oaks in Elgin.
Dorothy leaves 2 sons, Mark and Tim, and her
daughter Beth. There will be a Memorial
Service at St. Peter's on November 20th.
Dorothy was the wife of our late minister, Rev.
Kenneth Taylor - and she was 100 years old.
Pastor Lanford reported that he had visited
the Burmeisters and found Carol in good
spirits, even though she is mostly bedridden
and has some trouble speaking. Annie Noorts
reported that the Rummage Sale netted
almost $9,000 to date and that 290 people
attended the 2-day sale in Sept. The
remaining housewares, etc. have been
donated to various charities and the leftover
clothing and soft goods will be added to the
January Sale. Judy Paige stated that the
Blanket Sunday donation would be on Oct.
24 and envelopes are in the pews. Attention
was given to the fact that our annual Guild
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Yearbook will be suspended for the
foreseeable future, due to our low Treasury.
The costs of creating and distributing the
Yearbook are not affordable for us. We feel
that the Announcer can carry our
information on meeting dates, programs,
and other pertinent information. Also, a
vote was taken on the temporary
suspension of our Christmas charities, due
again to our low Treasury. The vote was
unanimous. The meeting was followed by a
Book Review from Barbara Todd on "Queen
Meryl - The Iconic Roles, Heroic Deeds, and
Legendary Life of Meryl Steep" by Erin
Carlson. Our next meeting will be on Wed.
Nov. 10 and will feature our delicious
Cookie Walk. Everyone is invited to bring
cookies - and everyone stay well!
Barbara Todd President
Laramie Door Locked, Doorbell Works! For safety
considerations, due to the limited number of people
downstairs before worship, we are going to keep
the Laramie Door locked on Sunday mornings.
There is, however, a very loud doorbell – if you ring
it, someone can come and open the door for you!
Our hope is that when choir practice resumes, and
there are more folks in the lower level to help guests
or members come in that way, that we can resume
unlocking that door at 9am.
Holiday Bazaar volunteers to help during the
event and Baked Goods Needed. We will be doing
a small bake sale for the Holiday Bazaar this year.
We are limiting the donations to Cookies, Brownies, and
Bread, and all items must be individually packaged
when you drop them off by Friday, Nov 12. We are
also looking for folks to come help out the bazaar on
November 13th. Contact Wendy if you have any
questions

Church
The More
Announcer
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News & Thanks

Big thanks to those who came to our Pet Blessing, and
all the folks involved in putting it together. ALL the dogs
had a really great time. We raised $219.00, half of which
will go to C.A.R.E.
Blanket Sunday thank you! Thank you to everyone who
donated to the Women’s Guild Blanket Sunday collection
at the end of October. CWS is a wonderful program we’re
so grateful to be able to help, thanks to you!
Thanks to the Trustees of St. Peter’s for all their hard
work! – Wendy Svenson

From the Board of Finance
Budget at a Glance: September &

YTD

Income:

$18,301.23

$133,119.02

Expenses:

$14,262.59

$121,383.34

Gain/Loss:

$4,038.64

$11,735.68

Thanks to a successful Rummage Sale, our operating
contributions has met our operating expenses for
September. If not for the PPP Loan and the onetime
donation of $5,000.00, our YTD LOSS would be
$<15,029.30>
Please donate if you are able!!

Thank you to all our Veterans and their families! Your
service and sacrifice to our country means we stay safe and
happy. THANK YOU.
Thank you to everyone who’s been helping get the
“train” back on the track with reminding Pastor and
Laura of upcoming events, etc. Its been a crazy year and a
half and we REALLY appreciate all the help as we
ourselves try to “right” the ship. THANK YOU!
Rummage Sale Beneficiaries – As you have probably
heard, we had a very successful sale this year. What you
may not have heard is all the surrounding charities we
were ALSO able to help because of your donations! Below
is a list of them. Special thanks to Annie, Beth, Kathy and
others for their hard work in coordinating, setting aside
items and bringing items for each charity. If you know of a
group that could also benefit from our rummage leftovers,
let the Fundraising & Rummage Committee know! Here’s
a list of the benefactors:
1. Inspire Through Flowers who took the vases and ribbon
that was leftover. They came at 3:00 Saturday and packed
up what they could use. Inspire Through Flowers delivers
flowers to front line healthcare workers, delivering 8200
bouquets since 2020
2. All of the medical equipment left over was donated to
the Medical Equipment Lending Closet in Morton Grove.
They will take any medical supplies that are clean and in
good working order. Donations can be dropped off 9-5,
M-F at the Morton Grove Civic Center on Dempster.

3. Cari O’Brien from North Side Housing and
Supportive Services, a non-profit homelessness
services provider in Chicago. Cari reached out to us
after seeing information on Facebook. They were
running a shoe drive and asked if they could come
take our leftover shoes. Along with our many, many
leftover shoes, they took backpacks and some other
items they thought would be useful for their clients.
(cobrien@northsidehousing.org)
4. Greg and Dale from Turpin Cares
https://www.turpincares.org/ came and took lots of
small appliances (toasters, coffee makers, etc) and
some small gift items to support their homelesstransition-to-housing program. They also picked up
some small “gift” items – they run a free store in the
Beverly neighborhood, and the gift and holiday items
make are valuable for people to give to their children
as gifts (puzzles, kids books, ornaments, etc). They
PAGE
were so very happy to receive the donations
and 5
thanked us profusely.
5. Some of the building supplies are going to be taken
to Habitat for Humanity ReStore. (Kathy handled
this)
6. The bulk of the remaining items were donated to
the Cancer Federation who came twice to pick up
boxes. (888-875-4066, cancerfed.org)
7. The rest was taken by individuals to Goodwill
stores in the area.

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES & PRAYER REQUESTS
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PRAYER REQUESTS: Ingrid Anderson, Guy and Traudel Cline, Pat Mauer Erdman,
Linda Haig, Ken Itter, Helen Mauer, Jim Todd, Roy Svenson & Cristy Lopez.
If you see your name listed and would like it removed, or, someone you know should
be added, please contact the office.

