
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Sunday,  
July 12, 2026 
10:00 AM 
___________ 
Seventh Sunday 
after Pentecost  
 
 

 
 
 



Welcome to Worship!
SUNDAYS @ 10:00AM 
In-person Worship. All are welcome to join us
Livestream on YouTube. Live at 10am then available on our channel after

All Christians and seekers after God are invited to partake of the Lord's Supper 
with us the first Sunday of every month and special Holy Days (Christmas, 
Maundy Thursday, and Easter). At-home Communion participants are invited to 
provide their own elements and join when Pastor bids you, “take, eat, and drink.”

Send a Check.    Mail to the address below ... this way still works fine!
Send with Zelle.  Use your banking app to send to finance@stpeteruccskokie.org
Use PayPal.    https://www.paypal.me/stpeteruccskokie 
Set up Vanco.    https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZCME/home  
    Set up your account or log in to give

We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie since 1867. We are a part of the 
United Church of Christ, which means we are passionate about our faith and 
open in our thinking. We believe in a Triune God who loves everyone, regardless 
of gender identity, orientation, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and we 
joyously welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage, baptism, 
funeral, and fellowship with us.

Op en Communion

About St. P eter’s UCC

Ways to Gi�

Contact, F�low, or Talk to Us
Rev. Brenda Barnes Jamieson (Interim Pastor):  pastor@stpeteruccskokie.org
Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com
Laura Olson (Office Manager):   office@stpeteruccskokie.org
                 Office hours Mon-Fri 9am to 2pm

Facebook/Instagram/YouTube: @stpeteruccskokie
Website: www.stpeteruccskokie.org

Like, follow, or join our 
email list for up-to-date info 
about events and activities!

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 | 847-673-8166
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St. Peter’s United Church of Christ 
8013 Laramie Ave., Skokie, IL 60077 

Order of Worship for  
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday, July 12, 2026 at 10:00am 

Meditation during our sacred music: 
Listen. Be attentive. Feel God’s Spirit connect all of us gathered here, 
those with us online and in spirit, and those who cannot be present today. 

 
PRELUDE         Selected        
THE RINGING OF THE BELLS  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  Peggy Reins 
 
You may stand in body or spirit.   

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 65 

One:  It is good to praise you, God, 
And to honor all our promises to you 

All:  because you answer our prayers. 
One:  With refreshing rain, you care for the ground 

making it rich and fertile. 
All:  Streams fill with water 

and earth brings forth its harvest. 
One:  How rich is the harvest you provide, 

how abundant the fruit. 
All:  Pastures are covered with flocks. 

The valleys sway with wheat. 
One:  The whole earth sings a big thank you. 
All:  Yes, it is good to praise you, O God. 
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GATHERING HYMN    “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  
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CALL TO TRANSFORMATION 
One: When we look at the wonders of creation, we may 

be shocked. Far from measured and reasonable, 
God scatters seed with abandon, regardless of 
where it might fall. Could God be wasting good 
gifts of grace? Let us confess our questions before 
God. 

 

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 

One: God, you scatter seeds of hope, abundance, and 

new life. 

All:  But we have mixed some of our own seeds— 

seeds of fear, greed, apathy. 

One:  Then seeing our mistake, we have tried to purify 

the garden, we have pushed out brothers and 

sisters, 

built walls that isolate, and made rules that hurt. 

All:  Forgive our anxious weeding, O God, 

and help us repair the garden of your kin-dom. 

One:  Show us how to cultivate fruitfulness and 

hospitality, a place of peace and grace. 

All:  Teach us to trust your skill, master gardener, 

and to see your kin-dom come. Amen. 
Pause for quiet reflection 
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WORDS OF GRACE 

One:  Hear the Good News of the Gospel: God, not we, 
are responsible for sowing seed. God is always 
loving and generous. 

All:  For there is nothing we can do, and nothing that 
can be done to us, that will ever stop God from 
loving us. 

One:  In Jesus our Christ, we are freed. We are forgiven. 
We are loved. We are being made whole. 

All:  Thanks be to God! Hallelujah! 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
The peace of Christ be with you all!  
All:  And also with you!  
Share a sign of God’s peace: a smile, a wave, an elbow bump, a 
handshake, a hug. Let us fill this space with love. 

 
SUNG RESPONSE          
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!  
Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 
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The congregation may be seated.  

SCRIPTURE 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Rita McMahon 
                                                                   Genesis 25:19-34 
You may wish to stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

GOSPEL LESSON                                Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Please be seated. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Selected 
 
SERMON     “The Reckless Sower” 
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HYMN  OF RESPONSE  “In the Bulb there is a Flower" 
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PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYERS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
A:   Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  Hallowed be Thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread,  
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil; 
  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory forever. Amen 
 

OFFERTORY  
If you donate electronically, you may place an “Electronic Giving” card 
into the plate as it comes around so you can enjoy participating in the 
physical act of giving.  
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You may stand in body or in spirit. 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE  

All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
 praise God, all creatures, here below! 
 Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, you heavenly host, 
 Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost! 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

All: Gracious God, filled by your generosity to us, 

may we be generous to others. Accept from us 

these gifts of word and money as we commit 

our lives to you. Amen. 
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HYMN OF COMMITMENT:  
“You are the Salt of the Earth, O People” 
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE    Selected 
We pause to reflect during the Postlude as we prepare to follow God out 
into the world.   
 

Today’s liturgy is adapted from:  
Rev. Teri Peterson, Ridgefield-Crystal Lake Presbyterian Church, Crystal 
Lake, IL From <https://www.liturgylink.net/category/ordinary-
time/ordinary-year-a/ordinary-9a-33a/ordinary-15a/>  
Duncan Wilson, UK, From <https://worshipwords.co.uk/praise-from-the-
heart-psalm-65-duncan-wilson-uk/> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

INTERIM MINISTER                Rev. Brenda Barnes Jamieson 
MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 
DEACON                                  Beth Sterba 
LIVESTREAM RECORDING  Peter Svenson 
NURSERY ATTENDANT  Kathy Zipperer 



 

 

News in the Pews 
We welcome all who have come to glorify God in worship. 
May our hearts reach out to God and to one another in 
love. We are glad you are here. 
 
Summer conversations before worship Sunday mornings.  
Join us in Lanford Hall starting at 9AM.  Topics will be pulled 
from the UCC daily devotionals, you can sign up for them 
here: https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/.  
 
Special Congregational Meeting - Please stay after worship 
for this important meeting. The meeting will start as soon 
after worship as possible in Lanford Fellowship Hall. The 
purpose of this meeting is to ratify the expenditure of church 
funds for emergency repairs to the boiler. We will also use 
our time together for updates, not with formal reports, but 
through dialog about our priorities this year: the work of 
reconciliation, building up our church community, and 
discerning God’s call to the church. Brenda may talk some 
more about what we have learned in our Exploring our 
Future sessions and the work that lies ahead. 
 
Rummage Sorting – please join us Tuesdays from 10AM-
12PM, Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:30PM and Fridays 
10AM-2PM each week to sort. No experience necessary, just 
a willingness to help. We’ll find a job that works for you.  It’s 
a lot of fun, and even better when you find something you 
need!  Come see what its all about. 
 

https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/


 

 

Cemetery Update - Earlier this year a group of folks started 
working together to determine the future of St. Peter's 
Cemetery. It was formed to try to find a way to hand over 
the ownership and administration of the cemetery while 
preserving the historical significance and allowing it to stay 
an active cemetery for the community.  Work includes 
including updating the records, conducting a title search and 
making sure that legal requirements are maintained (taxes 
and reporting) ....basically "getting our ducks in a row."  As 
this is done, we will work to determine the best organization 
to honor our vision for the future of the cemetery. This 
group will apprise the council and all church members of 
significant developments.  The church members will be asked 
to vote on any recommendations from this committee 
before any change will occur.  All members of St. Peter’s are 
members of the St. Peter’s Cemetery Association.  Please 
send any questions to the church office, they will be 
forwarded to the appropriate people. 
 
Thank you to everyone who’s been donating, and we can 
still use donations if you are able.  Summer can be the 
hardest time for lower income families, who rely on free and 
reduced meals during the year.  Your donations can help 
combat that! 
 
Laura will return to the office Monday July 13th  Thank you 
Sharon Johnson for filling in! 
 
Calling all Crafters. Our annual craft show will be on 
Saturday, November 7th from 10-3.  If you are interested in a 
table, or have a question, please see Annie Noorts or email 
Wendy Svenson at stpeteruccbazaar@gmail.com.  

mailto:stpeteruccbazaar@gmail.com


 

 

Our People 
Please keep St. Peter’s extended family in your thoughts 
and prayers. Other folks that need your prayers include: 
-     Ben Westphal and his family. 
-      Kaye Dufern, who worships regularly with us, as she  
       faces her last weeks of life. 
-      Ginger Kalensky who lost her cousin Greg a week  
       ago. 
-      Mark Kelly, friend of Ginger's who is hospitalized after  
       leg vein surgery and toe amputation. 
-      The Iannotti family who lost Carol’s cousin Diane, 
       who also was extended family of St. Peter’s UCC. 
-      Annie Noorts’ friend Geo Bonamasso who is  
       fighting cancer. 
-     Mark Taylor. 
-     Wendy, friend and colleague of Beth Sterba, who is  
       fighting liver cancer.   
- Annie's friend Renee is fighting a long term, rare illness.   
- Nicole McGinnis, childhood friend of Laura’s who is 

fighting stage 4 cancer.  
- Prayers for Julius and all immigrants, refugees and 

displaced people. 
-     Sharon Johnson’s daughter Donna continues her battle 

with Lymphoma, which can be controlled but not cured. 
-     Susan Garcia’s Aunt Janice battling cancer. 
-      Paul Brzozowski has now completed all treatment and 

will have MRIs every 2 months. 
Others in our church family to keep close in our hearts 
include Larry Baumhardt and Lois Jarmuth. 



 

 

If you are aware of others to include in our shared prayers, please let a 
church officer, an Elder, or the office know!  

Happy Birthday to Kristin Gulinski, Jeremy Steegmueller, Shari 
Meggs, Mary Taylor and Sydney Kerbel. Happy Anniversary to 
Beth and Paul Brzozowski, Gail and John Balling and Lisa and Eric 
Martinek. God’s blessings to you on your special day! 
 
According to the schedule and barring any switches, next 
Sunday’s Lector is Mark Loach, our Nursery attendant is Rita 
McMahon. Thank you so much for your service! 

 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT                                                             Peggy Reins 
VICE-PRESIDENT                                    Karen Christianson 
TREASURER                                     Carolyn Kuechler (interim) 
SECRETARY               Jenn Schneider                                                        
FINANCIAL SECRETARY                    Maria Altmayer (interim) 

Regular Reminders! 
Let us know you were here!  Please sign the attendance sheet in 
the black pew pads and when you think your pew is ready, please 
pass the pad towards the center aisle of the church.   
 
Private Signs: You will notice certain rooms around the church 
have been designated as “private.” If ICE should ever come to our 
building, they will not be allowed to enter any room marked 
“private.” 
 
Donations to our mini-food pantry are always needed and 
greatly appreciated! Donations can be left in the narthex or 
downstairs by the offices on the designated shelves. Thank you! 



 

 

 
 
 

MISSION MOMENTS  
A House Divided  
July 12, 2026 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Green  
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

I can’t seem to master the art of growing bountiful rows of vegetables 

and meadows of bee-friendly wildflowers.  

 

My farmer neighbors tell me that my problem is I can’t throw seeds 

down and expect success. Growing something beautiful takes some 

elbow grease — and education. Starting with understanding what type of 

soil I have. Is it clay, sand, silt or peat?  

 

Truthfully, I have no idea what language they are speaking. I’ve tried 

studying up on soil. I even purchased testers to see what I need to amend 

my soil with. Still, I can’t seem to understand the science of the nutrients 

needed to help various plants grow.  

 

This I do know: My soil is extremely rocky, so any hopes of growing 

blue-ribbon winning straight carrots are dashed. Rather than deal with 

the soil I have, I opted for raised beds. But they aren’t the carefree option 

I thought them to be. Even the “good” soil I put into the beds needs care.  

 

My challenges with soil have made me better understand Jesus’ Parable 

of the Sower.  

 

When Jesus wanted to make his point about what it meant to grow in 

God’s Word and till the Kingdom here on Earth, he used soil as a 



 

 

metaphor for the conditions of our heart — where the seeds of justice 

and love grow.  

 

First, there was soil on a path that the Sower threw the seeds on. Being it 

was a path; the birds easily saw the seeds, swooped in and gobbled them 

up. The seeds had no chance of taking root.  

 

Next, there was the rocky soil. The seeds did begin to grow, but the roots 

could only go so deep, making the plants easily uprooted. And may I 

add, making carrots wonky.  

 

Then the Sower threw seeds amid the thorns, where they were soon 

choked by the overgrowth. Finally, the Sower’s seeds fell upon good soil 

where they produced a bountiful yield.  

 

We are all being asked today by Jesus to assess the soil of our hearts. 

Where are the seeds of faithfulness falling? Are they scattering on safe, 

well-worn paths that will not lead to deep growth? Are they falling in 

rocky ground where the roots will not reach deep enough to withstand 

droughts or even deluges? What about those thorns of distractions and 

busyness in our overgrown gardens of life? Are they choking our 

commitment to following in the ways of Christ?  

 

Be honest with your assessment because, as I have learned the hard way, 

ignoring what needs to be amended doesn’t get you the beautiful 

abundant life God wants for you.  

 

God of green pastures, rich soil and abundant crops, help us to be honest 

with You about the condition of our heart soil. May we admit where we 

are failing in the growth of Your Word here in our own lives and 

communities. And then, may we be willing to amend our ways so that 

truly a garden of hope and peace will flourish. In Jesus’ name, we pray. 

Amen.  

 

(Rev. Donna Frischknecht Jackson is a communications specialist for the 

United Church of Christ and author of today’s Sunday Bulletin.) 

 



Genesis 25:19-34 
 

19 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the 
father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, 
daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the 
Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife because she was barren, and 
the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 22 The children 
struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I 
live?”[a] So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
    and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the other; 
    the elder shall serve the younger.” 
 
24 When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her 

womb. 25 The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle, so they named 
him Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s 
heel, so he was named Jacob.[b] Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, 
while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he 
was fond of game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, 
and he was famished. 30 Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, 
for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.[c]) 31 Jacob said, “First sell 
me your birthright.” 32 Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright 
to me?” 33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him and sold his 
birthright to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate 
and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25:19-34#fen-NRSVUE-681a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25:19-34#fen-NRSVUE-685b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25:19-34#fen-NRSVUE-689c


Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such 
great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while 
the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some 
seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, 
and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good 
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If 
you have ears,[a] hear!” 
 

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word 
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away.[c] 22 As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this[d] age and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 
in another thirty.” 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13:1-23#fen-NRSVUE-23549a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13:1-23#fen-NRSVUE-23561c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13:1-23#fen-NRSVUE-23562d
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