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Welcome to St Peter's UCC In-Person and Livestream Virtual 

Worship Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a 

new service at 10 am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly 

on our website of the scripture readings and sermon. The podcast 

can also be found on most podcast catchers & platforms, under “The 

Redheaded Preacher.” Give us a like and 5-star rating to help others 

find us! 

  

Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday of 

the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God to 

partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of denominational 

background. To participate from home, please have a small cup of 

juice, wine, or other beverage you are comfortable with, and a piece 

of bread with you. When Rev. Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" 

(and "drink"), then we will all do so - physically separated, but 

together in spirit. 

  

Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming congregation. 

We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for over 152 years. We 

are a part of the United Church of Christ, which means we are 

passionate about our faith and open in our thinking. We believe in a 

Triune God who loves everyone, regardless of gender identity, 

orientation, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and 

we welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage, 

baptism, funeral, and fellowship with us. 

  

Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If you 

are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and last initial 

in the comments section under the video, and where you are 

watching us from! 

  

Donations. We have several options for giving, and your donation 

helps support our church and its various ministries. Now more than 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9RSRiqqbqUM8Z2GD3uVOPw
https://soundcloud.com/user-601376219
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ever, every contribution (large or small) is important to keep us 

going:  

• Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-997-

2346.  

• PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the "Paying 

for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees to St Peters.  

• Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from iTunes 

or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 and select St. 

Peter's from the drop down. Set up an account with a password (or 

process as a guest), select your donation frequency, amount, and 

add payment info. There is also an option here to offset the 

processing fee.  

• Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing regularly 

throughout the week.  

  

Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from home 

during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a voicemail, we 

are picking up messages regularly while we are not in the building. 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates and 

messages, and check our website for additional details, weekly 

announcements, and more. 

  

St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 

(Oakton and Laramie) 

847-673-8166 

Our network name is:  ATTUNITEDCHURCH; Pass: 

UNITEDCHURCH8166 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com  

Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org 

Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
paypal.me/stpeteruccskokie
https://apps.apple.com/us/genre/ios/id36
https://play.google.com/store/apps
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.instagram.com/stpeteruccskokie/
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

847-673-8166 

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Sunday, November 21, 2021, 10:00 AM 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

Totenfest / Thanksgiving Sunday / Trans Day of 

Remembrance Sunday 

 

WELCOME GUESTS! 

* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                “Sine Nomine”  arr. Callahan 

       

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 

THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenn Schneider 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 150)  

Pastor:  “Praise the Lord!  Praise God in His 

sanctuary; praise God in the mighty 

firmament! 

Congregation:   Praise God for his mighty deeds; 

praise God according to His 

exceeding greatness! 

P:   Praise God with trumpet sound; praise God 

with lute and harp! 

about:blank
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Women:  Praise God with tambourine and 

dance; praise God with strings and 

pipe!  

Men:  Praise the Lord with clanging 

symbols; with loud clashing cymbals! 

P:  Let everything that breathes praise the 

Lord!   

All:  Praise the Lord!” 
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*OPENING RESPONSE: “Sing Hallelujah to the Lord”    SSB #1 
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*CALL TO CONFESSION 

P:   Scripture asks God, “Teach us to number our days, that 

we may gain a wiser heart.” 

C:   A wiser heart is less taken with our own selves 

and accomplishments.  A wise heart knows 

humility borne of experience and faith.  A wiser 

heart knows we are not as good or holy as we 

once thought we were or know that we still can 

be.  A wiser heart knows grace is needed. 

P:   Let us join then join our wiser hearts together in 

confession; let us pray: 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

As we come to Thanksgiving week, O Giver of all 

gifts, we are aware that sometimes we moan about 

disappointments and slights, real or perceived, and 

lose perspective on how good we really have it here 

in this troubled but bountiful land.  We can be quick 

to comment on what we do not have, and neglect to 

regularly see the blessings You have given us.  They 

can even be the very people or things which help us 

get past these disappointments, resentments or 

jealousy!  Open our eyes once again, Lord, and keep 

them open, that we may never lose a grateful heart 

or a spirit which knows where You long for us to 

minister.  In Your name we pray for mercy and a re-

orientation of soul towards You.  Amen.   
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and 

sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not 

grieve as others do who have no hope.  For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 

Jesus, God will bring with them those who have died” (First 

Thessalonians 4:13, 14). 

 

The word ‘forgiveness’ is not in this passage but it is implied 

as Paul also invokes the death and resurrection of the Lord 

so we may end up with God not only now but beyond time.  

By grace we have been saved through faith; our sins are 

washed away and new life is set to take over!  Will the 

congregation please join me in saying ‘yes’ to this gospel, 

and say . . . 

 

All:  Alleluia!  Amen!   
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*HYMN:  “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” #434 (vv. 1, 2) 
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               Jenn Schneider 

Old Testament: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

New Testament: The Revelation 1:4-8

  

MUSICAL MEDITATION “In Remembrance”  by J.Stilby 

 

GOSPEL:  John 18:33-38 

 

RESPONSE:  “Alleluia!”  #495 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYERS   

THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil;  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

And the glory forever.  Amen 

 

LIGHTING THE TOTENFEST CANDLES 

 June Peterson    Richard Lindroth   Eleanore Bailey 

 Ken Burmeister Dorothy Taylor  

 The Candle(s) for Others 

 

SERMON:  “This Week's Three T Words” 
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*HYMN: “For All the Saints”  #418 (vv. 1, 2, 4) 
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*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 

C: Amen. 

 

*POSTLUDE:   “Rejoice the Lord Is King”  arr. L. Shackley 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 

MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 

DEACON  Beth Lanford 

COUNTERS  Annie Noorts/Kathy Zipperer 

NURSERY  Mike Ryan 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Good Morning! Welcome to worship, we’re so glad to be 

together! 

We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 

church. No amount is too small! So many thanks to everyone 

who’s been keeping us going with your donations! See inside 

front cover for details on how to donate. 

Thank you to everyone who attended or helped out at 

yesterday’s memorial service for member Dorothy Taylor.    

If Totenfest is new to anyone here this morning, this is 

the German Evangelical and Reformed Church (this local 

church’s background) version of All Saints Day, when we 

remember those in our membership, or those to whom we have 

ministered, who have died since last Totenfest.   

Tomorrow is the deadline for articles for the December 

issue of the Announcer, the church’s newsletter!  Please 

submit your articles on time, so Office Manager Laura does not 



12 
 

have to track you down later, thus delaying production and 

eventual publication! 

It is in two days!  The annual Interfaith Thanksgiving 

Service will be held, via Zoom, on Tuesday, November 23rd 

7:30 PM.  Pastor Lanford contributes again this year as a 

member of a panel discussing gratitude and how we 

communities of faith express it.  The link to the Zoom gathering 

is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84961199931; Call in: 312-626-

6799 Meeting ID: 849 6119 9931; Passcode: 360778 

The Trans Day of Remembrance was (and is set each year 

on) November 20th.  We commemorate those from Chicagoland 

who have lost their lives due to anti-transgender prejudice and 

violence.   

The Church Council meets after worship today in the Gym.  

The heat is programmed to be on for us.  

We are doing the “Holiday Nights” collection of cookies, 

winter hats, scarves, gloves and cans of hot cocoa mix 

for the Night Ministry!  Some items have already been 

brought in, and we have two more weeks to add to the 

collection before we “bag & tag,” box and prepare for delivery 

all our offerings of these things to the Night Ministry’s new 

address.  That event in the Gym is December 5th after worship.  

Please take part and bake / contribute items / help us package 

everything, whatever you can do!  Pastor will deliver them 

before the following weekend, which is their designated 

deadline.  Thank you in advance! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84961199931
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Our Board of Elders met over Zoom and telephone last 

Thursday. 

Wishes for blessed birthdays go out to Bill Cain, Linda Mau, 

and Felix Roy Svenson.  Henry and ‘Bobbie’ Muhrer down in 

Missouri have a wedding anniversary on the 24th. 

The church office is closed Thanksgiving Day. 

Wreath pick-up was yesterday afternoon.  If you did not 

pick yours up and you have not yet made arrangements to do 

that, please contact Rich Schneider. 

Next Sunday, November 28th, is the First Sunday of Advent! 

According to the schedule, due to a switch, the lector will be 

Marcia Hilliard. 

Pastor’s podcast is available wherever you listen to 

podcasts!  Just type in “The Redheaded Preacher” and you’ll 

find us!  Pastor’s weekly podcasts include the prior Sunday’s 

scriptures & sermon, and some words and prayer from Pastor 

just for the listeners of the podcast!  Check it out!  

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT   Jenn Schneider 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Judy Paige  

TREASURER   Chad McCoy  

SECRETARY   Carolyn Kuechler 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Marcia Hilliard 
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION 

November 21, 2021 

 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

 As I watched, thrones were set in place,  

and an Ancient One took his throne,  

his clothing was white as snow,  

and the hair of his head  

like pure wool;  

his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire.   

A stream of fire issued  

and flowed out from his presence.  

A thousand thousands served him,  

and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.  

The court sat in judgment,  

and the books were opened.  

As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being 

coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient 

One and was presented before him.  To him was given 

dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and 

languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that 

shall never be destroyed.  

 

 

Revelation 1:4-8  

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his 

throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  
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To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood,  

 and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and 

Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

Look! He is coming with the clouds;  

every eye will see him,  

even those who pierced him;  

and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.  

So it is to be. Amen.  

"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is 

and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.  

 

John 18:33-38 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, 

and asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?"  Jesus 

answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you 

about me?"  

Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the 

chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you 

done?"  

Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. If my 

kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting 

to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, 

my kingdom is not from here."  

Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?"  

Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, 

and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. 

Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."  Pilate 

asked him, “What is truth?” 
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