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Welcome to St Peter's UCC In-Person and Livestream Virtual 

Worship Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a 

new service at 10 am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly 

on our website of the scripture readings and sermon. The podcast 

can also be found on most podcast catchers & platforms, under “The 

Redheaded Preacher.” Give us a like and 5-star rating to help others 

find us! 

  

Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday of 

the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God to 

partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of denominational 

background. To participate from home, please have a small cup of 

juice, wine, or other beverage you are comfortable with, and a piece 

of bread with you. When Rev. Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" 

(and "drink"), then we will all do so - physically separated, but 

together in spirit. 

  

Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming congregation. 

We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for over 152 years. We 

are a part of the United Church of Christ, which means we are 

passionate about our faith and open in our thinking. We believe in a 

Triune God who loves everyone, regardless of gender identity, 

orientation, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and 

we welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage, 

baptism, funeral, and fellowship with us. 

  

Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If you 

are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and last initial 

in the comments section under the video, and where you are 

watching us from! 

  

Donations. We have several options for giving, and your donation 

helps support our church and its various ministries. Now more than 
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ever, every contribution (large or small) is important to keep us 

going:  

• Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-997-

2346.  

• PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the "Paying 

for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees to St Peters.  

• Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from iTunes 

or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 and select St. 

Peter's from the drop down. Set up an account with a password (or 

process as a guest), select your donation frequency, amount, and 

add payment info. There is also an option here to offset the 

processing fee.  

• Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing regularly 

throughout the week.  

  

Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from home 

during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a voicemail, we 

are picking up messages regularly while we are not in the building. 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates and 

messages, and check our website for additional details, weekly 

announcements, and more. 

  

St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 

(Oakton and Laramie) 

847-673-8166 

Our network name is:  ATTUNITEDCHURCH; Pass: 

UNITEDCHURCH8166 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com  

Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org 

Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

847-673-8166 

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Sunday, December 19, 2021, 10:00 AM 

Worship for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

WELCOME GUESTS! 

* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand 

 

 

PRELUDE               “Magnificat in B flat”  J. Carissimi 

 

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP (A litany of Darkness and Light from the 

UCC’s New Century Hymnal)  

Pastor:  In the darkness of sleep, we are soothed and 

restored, healed and renewed. 

Rich:   In the darkness of sleep, dreams rise up. 

God spoke to Jacob and Joseph through 

dreams.  God is speaking still. 

ALL:  You are with us, O God, in darkness and 

in light. 

Ben:  In the solitude of darkness, we sometimes 

remember those who need God’s presence in a 

special way – the sick, the unemployed, the 

bereaved, the persecuted, the homeless, those 

who are demoralized and discouraged, those 

about:blank
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whose fear has turned to cynicism, and those 

whose vulnerability has become bitterness. 

Dan:  Sometimes in the darkness, we 

remember those who are near to our 

hearts – colleagues, partners, parents, 

children, neighbors, friends.  We thank 

God for their presence and ask God to 

bless and protect them in all that they do 

– at home, at school, as they travel, as 

they work, as they play. 

ALL:   You are with us, O God, in darkness and 

in light. 

Rich:  Sometimes, in the solitude of darkness, 

our fears and concerns, our hopes and 

our visions rise to the surface.  We come 

face to face with ourselves, and with the 

road that lies ahead of us.  And in that 

same darkness, we find companionship 

for the journey. 

Dan:  In that same darkness, we sometimes 

allow ourselves to wonder and worry 

whether the human race is going to 

survive. 

ALL:  We know You are with us, O God, yet we 

still await Your coming.  In the darkness 

that contains both our hopelessness and 

our expectancy, we watch for a sign of 

God’s hope. 
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*HYMN:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   #88 (v.2) 
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*CALL TO CONFESSION 

P:   We know that we have not lived according to God’s 

desires for us.  

C:  The brokenness in the world, and the sin and 

despair in our hearts, threaten to consume us as a 

mighty flood. Yet God is our hope and our firm 

foundation.  

P:  Let us confess our sin before our gracious God. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

P:  God of peace, who sent light into the world in the coming 

of Jesus Christ: We confess that we have not followed 

the light given to us.  

C:  We have not searched for signs of Your love, or 

trusted the goodness of Your good news. 

P:  We have failed to praise your Son’s birth as we have 

refused his peace on earth. We have expected little and 

hoped for less. 

C:   Forgive our doubt, and renew in us all fine desires 

so we may watch and wait and once more hear 

the glad story of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ 

the Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Zechariah, priest and father of the newborn John the 

Baptist, prophesied about his son, “And you, child, will be 

called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before 

the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation 

to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.  

 By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 

break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and 

in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 

peace."  (Luke 1:76-79). 

 

John indeed came before Jesus and prepared the way 

before him, saying in his preaching that along with judgment 

upon those not returning to the Lord, that in the Son, God’s 

forgiveness of sins, and much more than that, is coming! 

 

  *RESPONSE: Refrain from “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   

   (“Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel . . . ) 

 

 LIGHTING THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE 

Lighting the Candle of Joy this morning are Marlene Russell 

and Judy Paige, with Judy sharing some thoughts on what 

joy means to her. 
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*RESPONSE:  “The Candle of Hope,”           

(Please sing to the tune “O Worship the King, All Glorious 

Above”) 

The candle of joy reminds us to sing, 

For God is at work to do a new thing. 

The proud will be humbled; the lowly will rise. 

God's kingdom is one of delight and surprise.  

(Text Copyright 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Used by 

permission). 

 

THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenn Schneider  

 

WORDS ABOUT OFFERINGS 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               Karen Christianson 

Old Testament:                         Micah 5:2-5a 

Gospel:                          Luke 1:39-56 
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*HYMN:  “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 
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PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYERS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil;  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

And the glory forever.  Amen 

  

SERMON:  “From You Shall Come Forth for Me”  
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*HYMN: “Arise, the Kingdom is at Hand”  #93 
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*CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

P:  Never put your faith in worldly status, and never 

underestimate your heavenly importance. 

C:  My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices 

in God my Savior. 

P:  Let your trust in the coming of Christ soar within you like 

wings of joy. Go out into the world and serve one 

another as God-bearers. 

C:  My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices 

in God my Savior. 

P:  Grace, mercy and peace, from God our Creator, through 

Jesus our Savior, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit our 

Nurturer, be with you this day and evermore. 

ALL: Amen! 

 

*POSTLUDE:       “Emmanuel”  P. Lehenbauer 

”  

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 

MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 

DEACON  Beth Lanford 

COUNTERS                                  Annie Noorts/Kathy Zipperer 

NURSERY  Kathy Zipperer 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Good Morning! Welcome to St. Peter’s United Church of Christ 

on this fourth Sunday of Advent. In worship, Christian 

education, fellowship and service, we continue to look toward 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Thanks to everyone who served in the ministries of the 

Church this morning, from Sunday School to administration, 

from worship to depositing the offering! 

We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 

church. No amount is too small! So many thanks to everyone 

who’s been keeping us going with your donations! See inside 

front cover for details on how to donate. 

HOSPITALIZED: Dorothy Panzke, as announced in worship 

last Sunday, is in Swedish Covenant Hospital.  She suffered a 

broken right leg, and she had surgery on Monday the 13th.  She 

was still at the hospital as of Thursday but hopes to be home 

soon, if not already. 

CHRISTMAS EVE IS THIS COMING FRIDAY, DECEMBER 

24TH, at 7:00 PM.  If you cannot attend or will be worshiping 

with us via live-stream, and want a Communion wafer-and-cup 

from the church, they will be available through the Church 

Office and Laura during office hours, and afterwards through 

Pastor Lanford, but call ahead to be sure he’s here! 

Our Sunday School will again be collecting baby items 

during Advent as we prepare for the arrival of Baby Jesus! 

Donated items will be given to Niles Township Food Pantry, and 

smaller items will supply our Mini Pantry as well. You can bring 

your items during worship and place them under our tree, or 

bring them during the week during office hours. IMPORTANT 

CHANGE – the Food Pantry has asked that, due to Covid 

restrictions, no clothing or blankets be donated – only 

consumable goods like diapers, wipes, formula, or lotion. Thank 

you so much for your generosity!   
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FUNDrive:  Soft Goods wanted: we are collecting soft goods 

from now until January 9th.  We are currently at over 200 bags, 

about half way through so keep bringing stuff! Items like 

clothing, bedding, shoes, hats, purses, linens, belts, stuffed 

goods are being sought after now for Savers as we get paid by 

the pound. Our goal is 1,000 lbs! Items are being collected 

right inside the door.  Please note, do not bring the the 

items to the stage per Annie.  Drop off during office hours, 

on Sunday when we are open for worship, or call us and we’ll 

make arrangements that work for you if we can (and you don’t 

already have a key).  If you have any questions on whether 

your items are donatable, contact Annie Noorts.  On January 

15th we need lots of helpers to load all the donations 

into a truck and haul them to Saver. 

Office & Pastoral Vacation heads up – please remember 

Pastor will not be in the office from December 27th through 

January 4th.  Also, because the holidays fall on the weekend this 

year, the office will be closed Monday Dec 27th and Monday, Jan 

3rd in observance.  As well, Laura will be taking off Friday, Jan 

31st as her last vacation day of this year. 

Wishes for birthday blessings go out to Calder and Cordelia 

Lundeen, and Payton McDonald; and for a blessed 

anniversary for Erik and Liesl Christianson on December 21st. 

There is Sunday worship on December 26th, including 

Pastor Lanford baptizing Hayley Ann Bruhn, daughter of 

Kimberly (Loach) and Patrick Bruhn, who now live in Texas but 

will be up for Christmas with family. 
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According to the Lector Schedule, next Sunday’s reader will be 

Mark Loach, whose interest in the service is magnified by the 

fact that his granddaughter Hayley Ann Bruhn is being baptized 

that day in worship!   

2022 Wall Calendars available:  You can find them in the 

Memorial Room or by the office doors.  Please take AS MANY as 

you’d like, we always end up with a lot leftover.  Lol they make 

great gifts! 

2022 Offering Envelopes are in the Memorial Room!  If you 

do not have one and wish too, please let Pastor and/or Laura in 

the office know, and we’ll get you some ASAP! 

Pastor’s podcast is available wherever you listen to 

podcasts!  Just type in “The Redheaded Preacher” and you’ll 

find us!  Pastor’s weekly podcasts include the prior Sunday’s 

scriptures & sermon, and some words and prayer from Pastor 

just for the listeners of the podcast!  Check it out! 

 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT   Jenn Schneider 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Judy Paige  

TREASURER   Chad McCoy  

SECRETARY   Carolyn Kuechler 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Marcia Hilliard 
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION       

Dec. 19th, 2021 

 

Micah 5:2 – 5a  

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,    

   who are one of the little clans of Judah,      

from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,      

                             whose origin is from of old,  from ancient 

days.  

3Therefore he shall give them up until the time      

         when she who is in labor has brought forth;      

          then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of 

Israel.  

4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the 

LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great      

to the ends of the earth;  

5and he shall be the one of peace.” 

 

 

Luke 1:39 – 56 

 39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean 

town in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of 

Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  41When Elizabeth heard 

Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 

was filled with the Holy Spirit  42and exclaimed with a loud 

cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 

your womb.  43And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me?  44For as soon as I heard the 

sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  
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45And blessed is she who believed that there would be  a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

46And Mary said,      

“My soul magnifies the Lord,  

              and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.  

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

                    for the Mighty One has done great things for me,      

                    and holy is his name. 

 50His mercy is for those who fear him 

                           from generation to generation.  

51He has shown strength with his arm;      

                           he has scattered the proud  

                                           in the thoughts of their hearts. 

 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,      

                           and lifted up the lowly;  

53he has filled the hungry with good things,  

                           and sent the rich away empty.  

54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 

mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors,   

                           to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  

56And Mary remained with her about three months and then 

returned to her home. 

 


