Welcome to St Peter's UCC In-Person and Livestream Virtual
Worship Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a
new service at 10 am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly
on our website of the scripture readings and sermon. The podcast
can also be found on most podcast catchers & platforms, under “The
Redheaded Preacher.” Give us a like and 5-star rating to help others
find us!
Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday of
the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God to
partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of denominational
background. To participate from home, please have a small cup of
juice, wine, or other beverage you are comfortable with, and a piece
of bread with you. When Rev. Lanford prompts us to "take and eat"
(and "drink"), then we will all do so - physically separated, but
together in spirit.
Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming congregation.
We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for over 152 years. We
are a part of the United Church of Christ, which means we are
passionate about our faith and open in our thinking. We believe in a
Triune God who loves everyone, regardless of gender identity,
orientation, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and
we welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage,
baptism, funeral, and fellowship with us.
Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If you
are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and last initial
in the comments section under the video, and where you are
watching us from!
Donations. We have several options for giving, and your donation
helps support our church and its various ministries. Now more than
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ever, every contribution (large or small) is important to keep us
going:
Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-9972346.
PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the "Paying
for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees to St Peters.
Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from iTunes
or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 and select St.
Peter's from the drop down. Set up an account with a password (or
process as a guest), select your donation frequency, amount, and
add payment info. There is also an option here to offset the
processing fee.
Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing regularly
throughout the week.
Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from home
during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a voicemail, we
are picking up messages regularly while we are not in the building.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates and
messages, and check our website for additional details, weekly
announcements, and more.
St. Peter's United Church of Christ
8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077
(Oakton and Laramie)
847-673-8166

Our network name is: ATTUNITEDCHURCH; Pass:
UNITEDCHURCH8166
www.stpeteruccskokie.org
Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com
Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org
Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ
Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL
www.stpeteruccskokie.org
847-673-8166
OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR
Sunday, February 13, 2022 10:00 AM
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
WELCOME GUESTS!
* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand
PRELUDE

“Blest Are They”

arr. J. Cotter

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS
THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CALL TO WORSHIP
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Jenn Schneider

*CALL TO CONFESSION
Pastor: Gathered here before our mysterious and almighty
Creator God, like Isaiah and Peter in last week’s
readings we also come face-to-face with our
unworthiness and sinfulness. Like them, let us admit
this truth and know God’s healing mercy. After
reading it to ourselves silently first, we will pray it
aloud together.
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Loving God, in winter’s cold and Covid’s partial isolation
it is easy for us to retreat into our own minds, concerns,
and environments, and engage no further. We get angry
and impatient more quickly and sometimes
unrighteously. We forget we are here to help others,
which helps us stop focusing on our own problems. Our
focus can become curved way too inward, as Luther said.
Please heal us and remind us not to dwell over-long in
our own selves, but to find life in reaching out to and for
others. Restore our joy in the same. This we pray in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
“O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with Yahweh there is
steadfast love, and with him there is great power to redeem.
It is Yahweh who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.”
To redeem someone is to pay for their freedom and then set
them free. Christ has done this for us on Calvary and in his
resurrection; our sins are paid for and we are freed from
them and from guilt. We are not only forgiven and freed
from, but also forgiven and freed for: for service and love
towards others without thought of recompense, for courage
to do the right things in doing God’s will on earth as it is in
heaven. Truly with the Lord there is steadfast love and great
power to liberate those kept down or in. In affirming
allegiance to this saving Triune God, will the church join me
in saying,
ALL: Thanks be to God! Amen.

5

*HYMN:

“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less“
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SSB #8

WORDS ABOUT OFFERINGS
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
The Prophets:
Gospel:

Annie Noorts
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Luke 6:17-26

*MUSICAL MEDITIATION: “Blest Are They”

by David Haas

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:
St. Peter’s U.C.C. Open and Affirming Covenant
We the parishioners of St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ in Skokie, make before God and ourselves, a
promise to live our daily lives with love, honor and
respect, believing that since we’re all made in God’s
image, all people are created equal. And thus, all
people are to be treated, loved and welcomed
equally, regardless of gender, gender identity, sexual
orientation, creed, color, race, economic status, or
physical/mental ability.
We therefore welcome all people to share our Church
for the purposes of worship, marriage, baptism,
membership, funeral and fellowship, with full
participation in the life and ministries of the Church,
asking that those who come have no intent to do
harm and welcome others to our church as well.
People shall be embraced with love and the
knowledge that we are all one in the eyes of God.
*GLORIA PATRI

#493
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PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYERS
THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil;
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
And the glory forever. Amen
SERMON: “Blessings, Woes, and the Reign of God”
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*HYMN OF THE MONTH: “We Are Called” SSB #13 (vv. 1-3)
This is our promised February Hymn of the Month; forgotten last Sunday!
Ben will play it all the way through once for us to learn, and then we’ll sing it.
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*CHARGE
P:

The Lord has told us, O mortals, what is
good, and what does the Lord require of us
but

Congregation: To do justice,
P:

To love kindness,

C:

And to walk humbly with our God.

BENEDICTION (Numbers 6)
P: The Lord bless you and keep you;

C: The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and
be gracious to you;
P: The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you
peace. Amen.

C: Amen.
*POSTLUDE:

“We Are Called”

by David Hass

FOR WORSHIP TODAY
MINISTER
MUSIC DIRECTOR
DEACON
COUNTERS
NURSERY

Rev. Richard Lanford
Ben Westphal
Beth Sterba
Beth Lanford/Maria Altmayer
Beth Lanford
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Good Morning! Welcome to St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, in
the name of Christ our Savior, our Brother, our Friend. Amen.
Thanks to everyone who serves in the ministries of the
church this morning: in Sunday School, Nursery, worship,
administration, live-streaming, and in a post-worship Committee
meeting.
Budget at a Glance for January:
January Actual
Budgeted
Operating Contributions
$14,864
Operating Expense
$12,871
Gain/Loss
$1,993

Monthly
$11,667
$14,044
-$2,377

These numbers exclude the roof repair and directed gifts amounts.
We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the
church. No amount is too small! As is said in the opening of the
bulletin, you can support our work (and thus, your work too) by
mailing in a check, signing up for electronic giving, or using PayPal as
indicated, with links, on the first main page of announcements.
Thank you very much for giving! Thanks also go very much to
everyone who was able to respond to the year-end / Christmas
appeal from our Board of Finance last month!
The Worship and Music Committee will meet after worship today
down in the Memorial Room.
Your Church Council meets next Sunday, the 20th, shortly after
worship. If you are responsible for a report to the Council, please
prepare it and submit it to the Council Dropbox as early in the week
as you can. Thank you!
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NEXT SUNDAY IS ALSO our Village Inn Fundraiser! From 11 to
11, eat-in, carry-out or delivery, whatever you order (and mention
you are with the St. Peter’s U.C.C. fundraiser when you do) will help
St. Peter’s because afterward, the Village Inn will give the church
20% of all proceeds from your orders! We hope you can participate,
and thank you if you do.
Dorothy Panzke came home at the start of this past week.
Annemarie Gloeckner and Ursula Dworak have been home more than
a week.
According to the schedule next Sunday’s lector is Mark Loach
following a switch earlier this year, and the Nursery will be attended
by Annie Noorts.
Celebrating birthdays this week are Lois Jarmuth, Richard
Schaller, Sue (Burmeister) Speicher, and Laura (Brzozowski)
and Paul Medaglia’s son Hunter Medaglia.
Please remember that we can always use food contributions
for the Mini-Pantry! There is now copies of a list of suggestions

and items by the narthex and on the shelves where the food is kept
by the offices. Take one home! Demand has increased considerably
since it was first installed last September. We always appreciate what
is brought in, and the need does not go away. Perhaps if you are
employed you could ask about doing a collection at your job. Thank
you!
Pastor's Podcast is on all the Podcast platforms- iTunes,
Stitcher, Overcast, Spotify, Podcast Addict, Amazon Music and more.
Just look up "The Redheaded Preacher" on your podcast catcher or
music streaming service then hit subscribe and you'll get the newest
editions weekly! Give us a 5-star rating and review if you can, it
helps us grow so much!
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According to the schedule, next week’s Lector is Annie Noorts and the
Nursery will be attended by Kathy Z.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT
TREASURER
SECRETARY
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Jenn Schneider
Judy Paige
Chad McCoy
Carolyn Kuechler
Maria Altmayer
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION
February 6, 2022
Jeremiah 17:5 – 10
Thus says the LORD:
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.
They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.
Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.
They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay
green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.
The heart is devious above all else;
it is perverse— who can understand it?
I the LORD test the mind and search the heart,
to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.
Luke 6:17 - 26
Jesus came down with the disciples and stood on a level
place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude
of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and
Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their
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diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits
were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for
power came out from him and healed all of them.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they
exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son
of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your
reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did
to the prophets.
“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
“Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
“Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their
ancestors did to the false prophets.”
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