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New to St. Peter’s? We are so glad you are here! 
Please see a  

 

in the pew rack  
for information about: 

 
Worship Times and Options 

Open & Affirming 
Childcare 

Accessibility 
WiFi 

Ways to Give 
Holy Communion 

Contact Info 
And much more! 

 
 
 
 

Printed copies of today’s scriptures are available 
in the narthex if you like to read along.  
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St. Peter’s United Church of Christ in Skokie 
Order of Worship for  

Sunday, March 19, 2023 at 10:00am 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Welcome to worship. The music before the service is intended as a time 
of silent prayer and preparation. 

 

 
PRELUDE Selected 
 
THE RINGING OF THE BELLS  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  Peggy Reins 
 
Will those who are able please stand up  

CALL TO WORSHIP  
P:  We gather to worship God, who has 

welcomed us all into the fellowship of the 
church. 

WOMEN:  We worship God, who has cleansed us of our 
sin. 

P:   As we worship today, we welcome others into 
our community and the Church Universal. 

MEN:  Let us rejoice in God’s grace that makes this 
sacrament possible. 

P:   Let us commit ourselves to nurture those 
initiated into the church today. 

C:  Let us renew our commitment to grow in 
grace and bear witness to the love of God we 
know in Jesus Christ.  We live as a people of 
hope; let us worship God!  
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RESPONSE  “Lift Up Your Heads”  SSB # 9 (v. 1) 

 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION   
P:   Some of the Scriptures we’ll hear this morning are 

about sight, light, and being children of God.   
C:  Would that we always thought and acted like 

daughters and sons of God, inside and out!  Let us 
draw near to God, and come clean about our not 
being so clean. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
A: It is too easy, great God, to forget Your higher calling 

and settle back into old understandings, and 
persistent perceptions of You, of others, and even 
ourselves!  We resist paying the cost of leaving our 
comfort zones, or of forsaking our self-justifying 
rationalizations, to go where You want us to go.  In 
making those choices, we miss the chances of great 
growth, and of seeing how You want us to see.  We 
innately prefer to be reflections only of ourselves, 
and not of Your Light.  Yet we are called ‘children of 
light’!  Forgive us our falling short, and anoint us 
afresh with Holy Spirit, so we may more and more 
shine Your love and justice wherever we go and 
whatever we say.  In the name, and for the sake of, 
Christ Jesus we pray.  Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON I John 4:10,11 

P: “In this is love, not that we loved God but that God 
loved us and sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins.  Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another.” 

 
 There it is: Through Jesus, God has taken care of the 

guilt of our sins, and affirmed God’s abounding love 
for us.  In Christ we are now free to live as children of 
God’s light, which fulfills our own baptisms every day.  
In claiming this gospel of love and transformation, will 
the congregation join me in saying… 
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A:   Praise and thanks be to God!   
 

HYMN          “Gather Us In”   SSB #19 
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The congregation may be seated  

WORDS ABOUT OFFERINGS/OGHS 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                   David Iannotti 
Old Testament:  I Samuel 16:1-13 
Epistle:  Ephesians 5:8-11, 13-14 
 
CHORAL ANTHEM    “Come, Live in the Light’  by Haas 
 

GOSPEL  John 9: 1-41 
Coming to us, edited, as a Lenten Monologue read by Jake Ryan. 

 
Will those who are able please stand and sing the inclusive Gloria, tune # 
493 

A: Glory to the Creator, 
 And to the Christ, 
 And to the Holy Ghost! 
 As it was in the beginning, 
 Is now, and ever shall be, 
 World without end! Amen, Amen. 
 
The congregation may be seated 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Baptized today are Hayley Ann Bruhn and Camden Allen Loach.  
Her parents are Patrick and Kimberly (Loach) Bruhn; his parents 
are Jeff and Jenn (Wirth) Loach.  The sponsors for Hayley are Jenn 
and Jeff; for Camden, they are Patrick and Kim.  The congregation 
is participating in this covenant and sacrament, so please 
participate aloud as indicated below. 
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WELCOME 
P:  They were bringing children to Jesus that He might 

touch them; and the disciples rebuked them.  But 
when Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to 
them, 

C: ‘Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; 
for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say 
to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God like a child shall never enter it.’ 

P:  And Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, 
laying His hands upon them. 

 
ADDRESS 
P:  (the address ends with the words . . . ) Inasmuch as 

the promise of the gospel is not only to us but also 
to our children, baptism with water and the Holy 
Spirit is the mark of their acceptance into the care of 
Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their 
participation in God’s forgiveness, and the beginning 
of their growth into full Christian faith and 
discipleship. 

C:  This is the water of baptism.  Out of this water we 
rise with new life, forgiven of sin and one in Christ, 
members of Christ’s Body. 
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QUESTIONS TO THE PARENTS AND SPONSORS 
CONGREGATIONAL COVENANT 
P:  Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations 

and to offer them the gift of grace in baptism.  Do 
you who witness and celebrate this sacrament 
promise your love, support and care to the one 
about to be baptized, as he lives and grows in 
Christ? 

C:  We promise our love, support, and care. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
P:  Let us unite with the Church in all times and places in 
      confessing our faith in the Triune God. Do you believe  
 in God? 
C:  I believe in God. 
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ. 
P:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit. 
 

PRAYER OF BAPTISM AND OVER THE WATER 
 
THE BAPTISMS AND BLESSING 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE CONGREGATION 
 
THE PRONOUNCEMENT 
P:  We have all entered into a holy covenant this day.  
 May God grant us the grace to keep it.   
C: Thanks be to God!  
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PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYERS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
A:  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 Hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread,  
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil; 
 For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory forever. Amen 
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HYMN “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise” 

  
MEDITATION “Live as Children of Light” 
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HYMN   “We Enter Your Church” 
Please sing to the tune of ‘Away in a Manger’ 

 
We enter Your Church, Lord, through welcoming doors. 
We enter it, too, where You claim us as Yours. 
It’s here at the font that You offer a sign: 
You tell us, “My children, you’re baptized! You’re 

mine!” 
 
O God, You have called us, inviting us in; 
You’ve made us Your household and freed us from sin. 
From youngest to oldest, we find in this place 
Your waters of welcome, Your family, Your grace. 
 
We’ve heard here Your welcome and also Your call; 
Your Spirit inspires us to share Christ with all. 
The life we receive here is life we can share; 
We’ll carry Your message of love everywhere. 
 
Text: Copyright 2002 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  Used by the 
permission granted to those who have purchased her book in which the 
lyrics are, Songs of Grace, copyright 2009 Discipleship Resources. 
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CHARGE & BENEDICTION 
P:   May these 40 days bring you new depth of God’s 

vision. 
C:  May you be a disciple of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world, even unto the Cross. 
P:  Go forth to live and love as Christ did and does, now 

and always. 
C:  Amen! 
 
POSTLUDE       Selected 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The music after the service is intended as a time of reflection. Pastor will 
be pleased to greet you at the Sanctuary doors as soon as the postlude 
has concluded, and our livestream has stopped. 
 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 
MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 
DEACON                                  Maria Altmayer 
LIVESTREAM RECORDING  Peter Svenson 
NURSERY ATTENDANT  Annie Noorts 



  DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS PALM SUNDAY APRIL 2, 2023 

                  ADULTS                 CHILDREN 3-6                   UNDER 3    

                

      I WILL DONATE COFFEE CAKES/BREADS 

 

                  HELP SAT. 10:00AM                      HELP EASTER     

 

NAME                                                            PHONE # 

 

 

EASTER BRUNCH 

SUNDAY APRIL 9, 

2023 

11:30 AM 

Celebrate Easter with your 

church family and join us 

something NEW, an Easter Brunch AFTER worship!  It will be served in 

the Fellowship Hall and the menu will include something for 

everyone.  We are asking for donations of breads and coffee 

cakes.  The cost this year is $5.00 with children 3-6 $2.00 (under 3 

free).  PLEASE PAY AT THE DOOR ONLY.  We will still need reservations 

so please turn in THIS FORM ONLY (no payment) in your offerings/or 

to the church office.  We will also need donations of coffee cakes, 

breads etc. and help, so please check those boxes too.  If you have 

any questions contact Barb Todd and/or Rich Schneider.  Hope to 

see you there!  



2023 EASTER 

FLOWER ORDERS 
Please find below the order form for the 

Easter plants that we will have to 

beautify our chancel on Easter Sunday. 

Sometimes there are limited quantities 

of plants available, and G & E will 

substitute an equal value plant (Orders 

will be filled by date submitted.) Orders may be 

placed in the offering plate, brought or mailed to the 

church. Please write a separate check for your flower 

order made out to St Peter's UCC.   

Orders must be placed by Sunday, March 20, 2023. 

                Name     Phone 

In Honor/In Memory:  

Quantity 
 
Type Price Total 

 
Easter Lily 6” pot 10.50 

 

 
   Azalea 6”pot 19.00 

 

 
Hyacinth 6” pot 8.00 

 

 
Tulip 6” pot 7.00 

 

 
Rieger Begonia 6” pot 10.00 

 

Total    



 

 

Welcome to worship. May God’s Word help us each see 
something or someone in a new way today. 
 
A special welcome to the family and friends of this morning’s 
baptizees, cousins Hayley Bruhn and Camden Loach, and their 
parents (Patrick and Kim Bruhn, Jenn and Jeff Loach)!   
 
Everyone is invited downstairs after worship to enjoy Coffee 
Hour, hosted by Alice and Bill Schaller in celebration of their 
60th wedding anniversary (which was last Thursday, the 16th)!  
God bless them, sixty years is something else! 
 
The Church Council meets today after worship, so after enjoying 
Coffee Hour a little bit, please convene in the Gym so our meeting 
can begin. 
 
Easter Candy and tiny toy donations needed for our Egg Hunt!! 
No chocolate please.  Donations can be left in the Memorial Room 
in an assigned container, or dropped off at the office.  Thanks! 
 
Tomorrow morning is the deadline for articles for the April issue 
of the St. Peter’s newsletter! 
 
Easter Flower Orders are being taken now until March 20th!  Find 
a form in this bulletin or in our March Announcer. 
 
Easter Brunch this year!  After Easter Sunday worship we’ll be 
having a delicious brunch and all are welcome but reservations 
are needed! Please fill out the form included in this bulletin and 
put it in the offering plate. 



 

 

The Lenten Soup-n-Study continues this Wednesday evening, 
6:30 – 8:00 PM, this time looking at 3:1-18.  .   
 
NAMI holds its weekly Family-to-Family session in our Memorial 
Room this Saturday from 10 AM to Noon.   
 
Our Village Inn Fundraiser is in NEXT SUNDAY: March 26th. 
 
Church Clean-up day- plan ahead if you can! The Council has 
asked for us to pitch in on an All-Church Clean-up from 12:30 to 
2:30 PM on Saturday, March 25th. 
 
Palm Sunday is in two weeks!  Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 
services in early April are at 7 PM; Easter is on April 9th with no 
Sunday School, worship at 10 with an attended Nursery, and then 
both an Easter Egg Hunt for kids and the Easter Brunch in the 
Memorial Room! 
 
ALERT for ONA churches like ours:  We are in the midst of a 
pivotal moment in our shared story. The well-being of 
transgender and non-binary youth is being debated in legislative 
sessions across the United States. As of March 3 there have been 
385 anti-LGBTQ bills introduced, with 108 of these bills aiming to 
end gender affirming healthcare for trans and non-binary youth. 
This places more than 54,000 trans youth actively taking life-
saving gender affirming medical care at risk.  This link 
https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbtq-rights 
 will take you to a map showing which of the 50 state legislatures 
are now considering legislation that affects rights of free 
expression, education, and civil rights for Transgendered persons.  
Click on a state and you’ll get up-to-date info on what bills are 
introduced or advancing where.  Using a paper bulletin?  You can 
access these links via the church website, where the electronic 
version of the bulletin has live links. 

https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbtq-rights


 

 

Pastor will start next Wednesday at the monthly 
meeting of the Niles Township Clergy Forum at Central 
United Methodist Church’s Log Cabin at 8:30 AM.  
Tomorrow night he’s working as our CMA Cluster 1 co-
dean, sitting in on the (Zoom) Chicago Metropolitan 
Association Council meeting.   
 
Birthdays this week belong to Angela Washek Kuras, 
Matthew Riley, Haley Kahn, Jason Iannotti, and Gail 
Dennis Balling’s husband John Balling.   
 
HOSPITALIZED: Sue Bailey was admitted to Evanston 
Hospital early last week over increased difficulty 
breathing, was treated for fluid build-up, and was 
released before the weekend.  Please keep her among 
others in your prayers.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT   Peggy Reins 
VICE-PRESIDENT   Beth Lanford  
TREASURER   Chad McCoy  
SECRETARY   Annie Noorts 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Maria Altmayer 



 

 

We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 
church. No amount is too small! So many thanks to 
everyone who’s been keeping us going with your 
donations! See inside the bulletin’s front cover for 
details on how to donate. 
 
Donations always needed for our food pantry.  There’s 
a list of items on the shelves outside the offices if you 
aren’t sure what to buy. Items can be left on those same 
shelves under the stairs by the offices. 
 
Pastor's Podcast is now on all the Podcast platforms- 
iTunes, Stitcher, Overcast, Spotify, Podcast Addict, 
Amazon Music and more.  Just look up "The Redheaded 
Preacher" on your podcast catcher or music streaming 
service then hit subscribe and you'll get the newest 
editions weekly!  You can also get it via the church’s 
webpage link.  Give us a 5-star rating and review if you 
can, it helps us grow so much. 





 

 

 
 
 

MISSION MOMENTS  
 

March 19, 2023 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
John 9:1-41 
Restored 
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

 
 
For many churches, generations of givers have placed their tithe 
to the church in a basket or plate that is passed during worship. 
Usually taking place toward the end of the worship service, the 
receiving of the offering in this way was both practical and also 
symbolic of the gifts that each congregation member has to offer. 
In the past couple of years, spurred by pandemic changes, many 
congregations have made a shift from receiving the offering in 
person to receiving it online or virtually. This shift in giving is the 
tip of the iceberg, a symbol of all the changes that have visited all 
churches in these unprecedented times. 
 
In today’s story, Jesus’ healing of a man blind from birth is met 
with skepticism and uncertainty by those who have known the 
man. They are not prepared for this change and may feel ill 
equipped to handle it. Like the townspeople, you may feel 
unready for change. And yet, you have been living with and 
adapting through change as it happens both without and within. 
 



 

 

In your lifetime, there has been nearly unfathomable change in 
the world. Borders have opened and closed, names of countries 
have changed, allies have banded together to make war on other 
nations, and then turned on one another, and the English 
language has added hundreds of new words to the dictionary. 
(Before 2020, had you ever heard or used the word 
“superspreader” before?) 
 
And that doesn’t even count the individual changes that you have 
adapted to in your lifetime. You have weathered and even thrived 
through changes in self-understanding, knowledge, relationships, 
emotional landscape, climate, education, fortune, health, travels, 
travails, employment status, living arrangements, and multiple 
television remotes with their array of mysterious black on black 
buttons. 
 
You may push back against change or wish it would not come so 
fast, but in fact your whole life has been preparing you for the 
changes we are experiencing now. Whether your giving is the 
“old” way in a passed plate, or a “new” way through a computer 
terminal, you have everything you need to weather the changes 
around you. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing® is one of four special mission 
offerings of the United Church of Christ. This Lenten Offering 
supports the disaster, refugee, and development ministries of the 
United Church of Christ within Wider Church Ministries.  
https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-
mission/one-great-hour-of-sharing/ 
  



SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION  March 19, 2023 

First Samuel 16:1-13 

 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul?  I 

have rejected him from being king over Israel.  Fill your horn with oil and 

set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 

myself a king among his sons.”  Samuel said, “How can I go?  If Saul hears 

of it, he will kill me.”  And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, 

‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’  Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 

show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 

name to you.”  Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to 

Bethlehem.  The elders of the city came out to meet him trembling, and said, 

‘Do you come peaceably?’  He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to 

the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.”  And he 

sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 

anointed is now before the Lord.”  But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not 

look on his appearance or the height of his stature, because I have rejected 

him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”  Then Jesse called Abinadab, 

and made him pass before Samuel.  He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen 

this one.”  Then Jesse made Shammah pass by.  And he said, “Neither has 

the Lord chosen this one.”  Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, 

and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.”  Samuel 

said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”  And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.”  And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send 

and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 
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 He sent and brought him in.  Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 

eyes, and was handsome.  The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is 

the one.”  Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence 

of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from 

that day forward.  Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.” 

 

Ephesians 5:8-11, 13-14  

  Paul wrote to these Gentile believers, “For once you were darkness, but 

now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light — for the fruit of the 

light is found in all that is good and right and true.  Try to find out what is 

pleasing to the Lord.  Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 

instead expose them.  But everything exposed by the light becomes 

visible, for everything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore it says, 

"Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."  

 

John 9:1 - 41  (Read from an edited Kenten monologue; here’s the actual passage) 

1As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  2His disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?”  3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 

born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.  4We must work 

the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one 

can work.  5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.”  6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with 

the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,  7saying to him, “Go, wash 

in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and 

came back able to see.  8The neighbors and those who had seen him before 

as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 
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beg?”  9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is 

someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”  10But they kept asking 

him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”  11He answered, “The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 

wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.”  12They said to him, 

“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 

blind.  14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 

eyes.  15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 

sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 

see.”  16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 

not observe the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner 

perform such signs?” And they were divided.  17So they said again to the 

blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He 

said, “He is a prophet.”  

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 

sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 

sight  19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How 

then does he now see?”  20His parents answered, “We know that this is our 

son, and that he was born blind;  21but we do not know how it is that now he 

sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will 

speak for himself.”  22His parents said this because they were afraid of the 

Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be 

the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.  23Therefore his parents 

said, “He is of age; ask him.”  

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 

they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 
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sinner.”  25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I 

do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  26They said to him, “What did 

he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”  27He answered them, “I have 

told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 

again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”  28Then they reviled him, 

saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  29We know 

that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from.”  30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do 

not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  31We know 

that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships 

him and obeys his will.  32Never since the world began has it been heard that 

anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.  33If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.”  34They answered him, “You were born entirely 

in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.  

35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 

said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”  36He answered, “And who is he, 

sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.”  37Jesus said to him, “You have 

seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.”  38He said, “Lord, I believe.” 

And he worshiped him.  39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so 

that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 

blind.”  40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely 

we are not blind, are we?”  41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you 

would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
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