Welcome to St Peter's UCC In-Person and Livestream Virtual
Worship Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a
new service at 10 am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly
on our website of the scripture readings and sermon. The podcast
can also be found on most podcast catchers & platforms, under “The
Redheaded Preacher.” Give us a like and 5-star rating to help others
find us!
Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday of
the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God to
partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of denominational
background. To participate from home, please have a small cup of
juice, wine, or other beverage you are comfortable with, and a piece
of bread with you. When Rev. Lanford prompts us to "take and eat"
(and "drink"), then we will all do so - physically separated, but
together in spirit.
Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming congregation.
We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for over 152 years. We
are a part of the United Church of Christ, which means we are
passionate about our faith and open in our thinking. We believe in a
Triune God who loves everyone, regardless of gender identity,
orientation, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and
we welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage,
baptism, funeral, and fellowship with us.
Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If you
are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and last initial
in the comments section under the video, and where you are
watching us from!
Donations. We have several options for giving, and your donation
helps support our church and its various ministries. Now more than
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ever, every contribution (large or small) is important to keep us
going:
Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-9972346.
PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the "Paying
for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees to St Peters.
Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from iTunes
or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 and select St.
Peter's from the drop down. Set up an account with a password (or
process as a guest), select your donation frequency, amount, and
add payment info. There is also an option here to offset the
processing fee.
Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing regularly
throughout the week.
Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from home
during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a voicemail, we
are picking up messages regularly while we are not in the building.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates and
messages, and check our website for additional details, weekly
announcements, and more.
St. Peter's United Church of Christ
8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077
(Oakton and Laramie)
847-673-8166

Our network name is: ATTUNITEDCHURCH; Pass:
UNITEDCHURCH8166
www.stpeteruccskokie.org
Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com
Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org
Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ
Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL
www.stpeteruccskokie.org
847-673-8166
OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR
Sunday, February 27, 2022 10:00 AM
Transfiguration Sunday
WELCOME GUESTS!
* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand
PRELUDE

“Dorian Echo Fantasy”

Sweelinck

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS
THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jenn Schneider

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor:
Like the disciples, we want to please God in
our words and actions.

Congregation: This is the Son, the Beloved; may we
listen to him!
P:

Like the disciples, we want to have the right
answers and be on the right side.

C:

This is the Son, the Beloved; may we
listen to him!

P:

Like the disciples, we sometimes think we
know better, that our ways are better.

C:

This is the Son, the Beloved; may we
listen to him!
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P:

We are the disciples of Christ Jesus;

C:

May we follow the One who leads us
into life. Amen.

*OPENING RESPONSE:
“Sing Hallelujah to the Lord”
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SSB #1

*CALL TO CONFESSION (Job 4:16b-17; 5:8)
P:
Eliphaz the Temanite said to Job, “A form was before
my eyes; there was silence, then I heard a voice: ‘Can
mortals be righteous before God? Can humans be pure
before their Maker?

C:

As for me, I would seek God, and to God I would
commit my cause.’

P:

Let us do that, admitting our unrighteousness and
asking for grace!

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, how many times do we miss you? We long to
see your face, to know that you are with us, and yet,
we don't even recognize you. God, we confess our
distraction, our self-absorption, our cynicism. You
have not left us, you are not far off; we just need to
open our eyes and see you, for you are everywhere
and always right beside us. Thank you for this
reminder today. Help us to stop and look around, to be
still and listen. For only when we take the time to
watch and hear, will we be able to know that we have
encountered you. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

5

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is
not your own doing: it is the gift of God, not the result of
works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he had
made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life” (Ephesians 2:810).
The grace of God is found for us most powerfully in the life,
crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus, in whom our sins
are forgiven and unrighteousness washed away! Thus we are
now ready to resume the good works, which are to be our
way of life. Will the congregation join me in praising God for
this great good news saying . . .
ALL: Thanks be to God! Alleluia!
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*HYMN:

“We Are Called”

This is the last Sunday of our hymn of the month. Ben will play it once
through for us, then we will sing it together
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WORDS ABOUT OFFERINGS
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
The Epistle:
Gospel:

Beth Lanford
II Corinthians 3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-43a

*MUSICAL MEDITIATION: “Reflection”

Beaumont

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed
(p. 38 in hymnals)
*GLORIA CREATOR
(Tune # 493)
Glory to the Creator
And to the Christ
And to the Holy Ghost!
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
World without end! Amen, Amen.
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PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYERS
THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil;
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
And the glory forever. Amen
SERMON:

“What Good is Glory?”
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*HYMN: “We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding”
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*CHARGE
P:
The good news of God’s love is not just a message for
the mountaintop. It is a glorious charge and a holy
calling.

C:

As we leave this house of worship, may we be
transfigured ourselves, radiant, refreshed for
God’s mission. Let us depart with fervent hope
and renewed energy.

P:

Let our lives be witnesses to the gospel; let God’s Spirit
emanate from each of us!

*BENEDICTION (I Peter 5:10-11)
P:
“And after you have suffered for a little while, the God
of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in
Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and
establish you. To God be the power forever and ever.

C:

Amen.”

*POSTLUDE:

“Coronation”

Callahan

FOR WORSHIP TODAY
MINISTER
MUSIC DIRECTOR
DEACON
COUNTERS
NURSERY

Rev. Richard Lanford
Ben Westphal
Maria Altmayer
Ginger Kalensky/TBD
Heidi Tarzian
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Good Morning! On the Mount of Transfiguration, God said,
“This is my Son … listen to him” (Luke 9:35). We gather to
listen to Jesus. Welcome to all.
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Thanks to everyone who serves in the ministries of the
church this morning: in Sunday School, Nursery, worship,
administration, live-streaming, and in a post-worship Board for
Christian Education meeting.
We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the
church. No amount is too small! As is said in the opening of
the bulletin, you can support our work (and thus, your work
too) by mailing in a check, signing up for electronic giving, or
using PayPal as indicated, with links, on the first main page of
announcements. Thank you very much for giving! Thanks also
go very much to everyone who was able to respond to the yearend / Christmas appeal from our Board of Finance last month!
Thank you to everyone who was able to be part of last Sunday’s
Village Inn Fundraiser! Our totals from January were 84.03 and
February was $108.12!
This year’s Lenten Devotional is “In View of God’s Mercy,”
and as Laura’s email from last Wednesday said, we invite you to
receive an electronic copy of it! We sent out some paper copies
to those who get the paper version of the Announcer, and there
will be limited extra copies here to take. If you want to be
included in the e-version, please reply to that email with your
preference of Kindle or Nook. You have until tomorrow to let
the office know!
Please remember that we can always use food
contributions for the Mini-Pantry! There are now copies of

a list of suggestions and items by the narthex and on the
shelves where the food is kept by the offices. Take one home!
Demand has increased considerably since it was first installed
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last September. We always appreciate what is brought in, and
the need does not go away. Perhaps if you are employed you
could ask about doing a collection at your job. Thank you!
ASH WEDNESDAY starts this coming Wednesday, on March
2nd. Pastor will lead two services that day, one at 11:30 AM
and one at 7:00 PM (with live-stream and Communion at the
evening service).
The LENTEN BIBLE STUDY starts on Wednesday, March 9th.
In 2022 we will try a book study with a Bible discussion guide.
The book is The Third Reconstruction by the Rev. William
Barber II and Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove; Peggy McCoy will be
getting however many copies as desired. As of now we will
probably meet over Zoom.
HOSPITALIZED: Carol Burmeister has gone from being at
Advocate Lutheran General after a stroke and seizures to now
being in hospice care at Elevate Saint Andrews, 7000 N. Newark
Avenue, Niles, 60714. Ralph has moved back into assisted
living there. Marcia Hilliard, Carolyn Kuechler and Dorothy
Panzke continue their post-surgery physical recovery and
therapy at home.
Our sermon hymn text is from The New Century Hymnal of the
United Church of Christ, which we can copy for this service
through our annual ($200) membership in OneLicense.Net.
This week Rev. Lanford’s schedule includes a Zoom
meeting Ash Wednesday at 8:30 AM with the Niles Township
Clergy Forum, and a Thursday morning meeting of our CMA
Cluster 1 at Glenview Community Church from 10 AM to Noon.
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This coming Friday the 4th is the World Day of Prayer.
In a week and a half, Wednesday, March 9th, the
Women’s Guild meets at the church at 9:30 AM for a meeting;
the Kitchen will be cleaned and reorganized as needed, followed
by the usual business and fellowship meeting.
According to the schedule next Sunday’s lector is Peter
Svenson, and the Nursery will be attended by Beth Lanford.
Celebrating birthdays this week are Eric and Lincoln Svenson
today, Susan Garcia’s grandchildren Joshua and Grace Castillo,
Ron Schuhrke’s grandson Tyler O’Hara, and Britta Christianson.
Bill and Alice Schaller celebrate an anniversary on March 2nd.
Pastor's Podcast is on all the Podcast platforms- iTunes,
Stitcher, Overcast, Spotify, Podcast Addict, Amazon Music and
more. Just look up "The Redheaded Preacher" on your podcast
catcher or music streaming service then hit subscribe and you'll
get the newest editions weekly! Give us a 5-star rating and
review if you can, it helps us grow so much!

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT
TREASURER
SECRETARY
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Jenn Schneider
Judy Paige
Chad McCoy
Carolyn Kuechler
Maria Altmayer
14

15

SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION
February 20, 2022
Our first reading is Second Corinthians Chapter 3, from verse 12
through verse 2 of Chapter 4. Paul has been writing about how
the promised glory from belonging to Christ surpasses the
glorious shining that was the face of Moses after Moses had spent
time with God on Mount Sinai. In talking about the hope of this
glory, he continues here:
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:1-2
Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness,
not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of
Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside.
But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when
they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still
there, since only in Christ is it set aside.
Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over
their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is freedom.
And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as
though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same
image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from
the Lord, the Spirit.
Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this
ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the shameful
things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify
God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend
ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.
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Luke 9:28 – 43a
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him
Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray.
And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed,
and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two
men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory
and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to
accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were
weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they
saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they
were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to
be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses,
and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. While he was
saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were
terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud came a
voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”
When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they
kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they
had seen.
On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain,
a great crowd met him. Just then a man from the crowd shouted,
“Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is my only child.
Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It
convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will
scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they
could not.” Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse
generation, how much longer must I be with you and bear with
you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the demon
dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the
unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father.
And all were astounded at the greatness of God.
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