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Welcome to St Peter's UCC In-Person and Livestream Virtual 

Worship Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a 

new service at 10 am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly 

on our website of the scripture readings and sermon. The podcast 

can also be found on most podcast catchers & platforms, under “The 

Redheaded Preacher.” Give us a like and 5-star rating to help others 

find us! 

  

Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday of 

the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God to 

partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of denominational 

background. To participate from home, please have a small cup of 

juice, wine, or other beverage you are comfortable with, and a piece 

of bread with you. When Rev. Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" 

(and "drink"), then we will all do so - physically separated, but 

together in spirit. 

  

Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming congregation. 

We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for over 152 years. We 

are a part of the United Church of Christ, which means we are 

passionate about our faith and open in our thinking. We believe in a 

Triune God who loves everyone, regardless of gender identity, 

orientation, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and 

we welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage, 

baptism, funeral, and fellowship with us. 

  

Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If you 

are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and last initial 

in the comments section under the video, and where you are 

watching us from! 

  

Donations. We have several options for giving, and your donation 

helps support our church and its various ministries. Now more than 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9RSRiqqbqUM8Z2GD3uVOPw
https://soundcloud.com/user-601376219
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ever, every contribution (large or small) is important to keep us 

going:  

• Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-997-

2346.  

• PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the "Paying 

for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees to St Peters.  

• Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from iTunes 

or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 and select St. 

Peter's from the drop down. Set up an account with a password (or 

process as a guest), select your donation frequency, amount, and 

add payment info. There is also an option here to offset the 

processing fee.  

• Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing regularly 

throughout the week.  

  

Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from home 

during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a voicemail, we 

are picking up messages regularly while we are not in the building. 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates and 

messages, and check our website for additional details, weekly 

announcements, and more. 

  

St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 

(Oakton and Laramie) 

847-673-8166 

Our network name is:  ATTUNITEDCHURCH; Pass: 

UNITEDCHURCH8166 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com  

Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org 

Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
paypal.me/stpeteruccskokie
https://apps.apple.com/us/genre/ios/id36
https://play.google.com/store/apps
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.instagram.com/stpeteruccskokie/
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 

Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 

847-673-8166 

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

Sunday, October 31, 2021, 10:00 AM 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 

WELCOME GUESTS! 

* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                       “Fanfare”  by Phil Lehenbauer 

                 from A Mighty Fortress Suite      

       

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS 

THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenn Schneider

  

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  

Pastor:  On this special Sunday the observing 

church reaffirm that we are saved by grace 

alone. 

Congregation:   We also affirm that we are saved by 

faith alone, which is what receives, 

grasps, and is grasped by, God’s 

grace. 

about:blank
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P:  Where do you, I and our spiritual ancestors 

learn about this? 

C:  From Scripture, from the Word written 

and the Word proclaimed. 

P:  Sola gratia, sola fide, sola scriptura are 

fundamentals of the Protestant family. 

C:  And all of these come from our Triune, 

loving, reforming God! 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

P:  God alone deserves our trust and loyalty.  Yet we have 

not trusted, and our faithfulness is in question. 

C:  This time of confession offers us the opportunity 

to unburden our conscience, to experience 

forgiveness, 

P:  And to renew our covenant with the Eternal One.   

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

This Sunday we are returning to a silent prayer for 

our prayer of confession, this time using a centering 

breath-prayer: For three separate times, we quietly 

inhale deeply and silently pray “Lord Jesus Christ, 

Son of God,” and then in exhaling, silently pray “have 

mercy on me, a sinner.”  No need to rush between 

breaths; it is meant to be thoughtful using body, 

soul, heart and mind. 
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

“But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things 

that have come . . . He entered once for all into the Holy 

Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his 

own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption” (Hebrews 

9:11, 12). 

 

God’s self-giving love has taken care of our sins through the 

person and work of Jesus the Son; we still sin, and God still 

forgives, as long as we return, for we have been given an 

eternal redemption.  Alleluia! Amen. 

 

*HYMN:   “O God, we are a Church Reformed” 

(Please sing to the tune of “O for a Thousand Tongues to 

Sing”) 

 

Our God, we are a church reformed, 

A church reforming still: 

We long to grow in your true Word, 

And follow more your will. 

 

How awesome is your sovereign rule; 

You reign from heav'n above. 

Yet you knelt down in Jesus Christ, 

In sacrificial love. 

 

In love, you bring your people here 

And call your church to you, 

That we may know salvation's joy 

And serve in all we do. 
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You call us to community; 

By faith our hearts are stirred. 

In church, we seek an ordered life, 

According to your Word. 

 

As faithful stewards we find joy; 

We need no rich display. 

Lord, teach us all to use with care 

The gifts you give each day. 

 

The world makes gods of lesser things, 

And wrongly uses power; 

So by your Spirit may we work 

For justice every hour. 

 

(Text: Copyright © 1998 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.  Owners of 

this book such as your pastor have permission to reprint this 

text from Gifts of Love: New Hymns for Today's Worship by 

Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Geneva Press, 2000). 

 

WORDS ABOUT OFFERINGS 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION               Beth Lanford 

Old Testament: Ruth 1: 1-18 

Epistle: Hebrews 9: 11-14 

 

MUSICAL MEDITATION  “Meditation”   by Phil Lehenbauer   

                 from A Mighty Fortress Suite 

 

*GOSPEL:  Mark 12: 28-34 
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*RESPONSE:  “Thy Word” SSB #32 (v. 2) 
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PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYERS  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’)  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil;  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

And the glory forever.  Amen 

 

SERMON:  “Reformation Roots” 

 

  



9 
 

*HYMN: “A Mighty Fortress is our God”  #281  
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*CHARGE and  BENEDICTION 

 

*POSTLUDE:   “March”   by Phil Lehenbauer 

 from A Mighty Fortress Suite 

 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 

MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 

DEACON  Floater 

COUNTERS  Marlene Russell/Judy Paige 

NURSERY  Mike Ryan 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Good Morning! Welcome to worship, Christian education and 

fellowship. We gather in the name of our Triune God. 

Thank you to everyone who makes this worship service, 

and the live-stream, a reality each Sunday!   

Thank you also to all who participated in last Sunday’s Village 

Inn Fundraiser!   

We’d like to send a special congratulations to our Choir 

Director Ben Westphal and his partner Charlie on their 

engagement last weekend!!! We’re SO happy for you Ben!! 

Having birthdays this week are Mark Aler and Brian Russell; 

celebrating wedding anniversaries in early November are 

Randy and Maria Altmayer and Rich and Jen Schneider.  God 

bless them all as they mark their life-changing days!  
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We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 

church.  No amount is too small!  You can support our work 

(and thus, your work too) by mailing in a check, signing up for 

electronic giving, or using PayPal as indicated, with links, on the 

first main page of announcements.  Depending on how you set 

up your PayPal account, you can arrange to pay whatever 

transaction fee there is yourself, or, that it will be included in 

your donation and deducted before it hits St. Peter’s account 

(so St. Peter’s, in effect, pays it).  Thank you very much for 

giving!   

Pastor Richard is taking 7 days of vacation starting this 

Thursday, November 4th (and going through Wednesday, 

November 10th).  The Rev. Blair Hull returns to preach, 

celebrate the Lord’s Supper and lead worship after the lay 

liturgist is done with her portion of leadership.  Be sure to make 

her welcome again!  He has lined up a pastor to be available 

when he is away in case pastoral services are desired; that 

contact info will be left with Laura Olson, Jen Schneider and 

Judy Paige. 

The Blanket Sunday offering ends today so today is the final 

day to make a contribution. 

According to the just-revised lector schedule, next Sunday’s 

lector and lay liturgist will be Oliva Altmayer. 

HOSPITALIZED:  Harrison Kuras’ father had two strokes last 

week and as of this writing may have gone into hospice.  

Harrison and his wife Angela are friends of the church, parents 

of little Harry II for whom we have prayed. 
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Don’t forget!  The Women’s Guild’s next meeting and Cookie 

Walk is Wednesday, November 10th at 11:30 AM! 

Holiday Bazaar Baked Goods Needed. We will be doing a 

small bake sale for the Holiday Bazaar this year. We are limiting 

the donations to Cookies, Brownies, and Bread, and all items 

must be individually packaged when you drop them off by 

Friday, Nov 12. Contact Wendy if you have any questions. 

Wreath orders are being taken NOW. Order forms can be 

found in the bulletin, the October Announcer and near the 

office. Please get those into the office by November 5th.  Pickup 

will be Saturday, November 20th from 1 -4 PM.  

Pastor’s podcast is available wherever you listen to 

podcasts!  Just type in “The Redheaded Preacher” and you’ll 

find us!  Pastor’s weekly podcasts include the prior Sunday’s 

scriptures & sermon, and some words and prayer from Pastor 

just for the listeners of the podcast!  Check it out! 

 

 

 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

PRESIDENT   Jenn Schneider 

VICE-PRESIDENT   Judy Paige  

TREASURER   Chad McCoy  

SECRETARY   Carolyn Kuechler 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Marcia Hilliard 
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION 

October 31, 2021 

 

Ruth 1:1-18  

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the 

land, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in 

the country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons.  The name 

of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and 

the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were 

Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the 

country of Moab and remained there.  

But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left 

with her two sons.  These took Moabite wives; the name of the 

one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they 

had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and Chilion also 

died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her 

husband.  Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law 

from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of 

Moab that the LORD had considered his people and given 

them food.  

So she set out from the place where she had been living, she 

and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to 

go back to the land of Judah.  

 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back each of 

you to your mother's house. May the LORD deal kindly with 

you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me.  The LORD 

grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of 

your husband." Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud.  

They said to her, "No, we will return with you to your people."  

But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters, why will you go 

with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that they may 
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become your husbands?  Turn back, my daughters, go your 

way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought 

there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight 

and bear sons, would you then wait until they were grown? 

Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it 

has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand 

of the LORD has turned against me."  Then they wept aloud 

again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.  

So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her 

people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law."  But 

Ruth said,  

"Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following 

you!  

Where you go, I will go;  

where you lodge, I will lodge;  

your people shall be my people, and your God my God.  

Where you die, I will die— there will I be buried.  

May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well,  

if even death parts me from you!"  

When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she 

said no more to her.  

 

Hebrews 9:11-14  

But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that 

have come, then through the greater and perfect tent (not 

made with hands, that is, not of this creation), he entered once 

for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats and 

calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 

redemption.  For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the 

sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have 

been defiled so that their flesh is purified, how much more will 
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the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from 

dead works to worship the living God! 

 

Mark 12:28-34  

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with 

one another, and seeing that Jesus answered them well, he 

asked him, "Which commandment is the first of all?"  Jesus 

answered, "The first is, 'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the 

Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with 

all your strength.' The second is this, 'You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater 

than these."  Then the scribe said to him, "You are right, 

Teacher; you have truly said that 'he is one, and besides him 

there is no other'; and 'to love him with all the heart, and with 

all the understanding, and with all the strength,' and 'to love 

one's neighbor as oneself,'—this is much more important than 

all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices."  

When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, "You 

are not far from the kingdom of God." After that no one dared 

to ask him any question.  
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