Welcome to St Peter's UCC In-Person and Livestream Virtual
Worship Service! Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a
new service at 10 am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly
on our website of the scripture readings and sermon. The podcast
can also be found on most podcast catchers & platforms, under “The
Redheaded Preacher.” Give us a like and 5-star rating to help others
find us!
Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday of
the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God to
partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of denominational
background. To participate from home, please have a small cup of
juice, wine, or other beverage you are comfortable with, and a piece
of bread with you. When Rev. Lanford prompts us to "take and eat"
(and "drink"), then we will all do so - physically separated, but
together in spirit.
Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming congregation.
We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for over 152 years. We
are a part of the United Church of Christ, which means we are
passionate about our faith and open in our thinking. We believe in a
Triune God who loves everyone, regardless of gender identity,
orientation, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and
we welcome all people to share worship, membership, marriage,
baptism, funeral, and fellowship with us.
Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If you
are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and last initial
in the comments section under the video, and where you are
watching us from!
Donations. We have several options for giving, and your donation
helps support our church and its various ministries. Now more than
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ever, every contribution (large or small) is important to keep us
going:
Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 844-9972346.
PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the "Paying
for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees to St Peters.
Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from iTunes
or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 and select St.
Peter's from the drop down. Set up an account with a password (or
process as a guest), select your donation frequency, amount, and
add payment info. There is also an option here to offset the
processing fee.
Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing regularly
throughout the week.
Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from home
during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a voicemail, we
are picking up messages regularly while we are not in the building.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for daily updates and
messages, and check our website for additional details, weekly
announcements, and more.
St. Peter's United Church of Christ
8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077
(Oakton and Laramie)
847-673-8166

Our network name is: ATTUNITEDCHURCH; Pass:
UNITEDCHURCH8166
www.stpeteruccskokie.org
Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com
Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org
Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ
Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL
www.stpeteruccskokie.org
847-673-8166
OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR
Sunday, November 7, 2021, 10:00 AM
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
WELCOME GUESTS!
* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand

PRELUDE

“Gather Us In”

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS
THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jenn Schneider

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Marcia Hilliard
Leader:
Jesus said, ‘I came so that you may have
life, and have it more abundantly.’

Congregation:

Yet even in the season of harvest we
are hungry. We gather today to be
fed.

L:

May God’s presence fill us and refresh us
anew. Let us worship God with such great
expectations!
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*RESPONSE: “Gathered Here in the Mystery of this Hour”
(sing 2x)

*CALL TO CONFESSION
L: In the poetry of the Book of Job, God addresses the
complainers of every age: ‘Who is this that darkens
counsel by words without knowledge? Where were you
when I laid the foundations of the world? When the
morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings
shouted for joy?’
In awe before God, let us confess our ill-fated attempts
to play God, in our lives and that of others.
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We gather before you, God, thankful that You receive
us when we come to You. Skillfully, through Your
Spirit’s fire, find the places where we hurt, and shine
on them with healing light. Find the places where we
run from You, and gather us home. Then mold us,
shape us, make us one as the grains on many
hillsides become one loaf, one bread, one body in
Jesus Christ. Through Christ, forgive and renew us,
and our world. Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
We hear it often but this is a great time in worship to hear
it again: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
Son, so that whoever believes in Him may not perish but
may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him” (John 3:16-17).
Friends, believe the good news: our God is one of love and
forgiveness, reconciliation and transformation. God’s love
for the world which brought about the sending of Jesus is
love for you and me as well. Please join me in claiming
aloud this amazing grace by saying together . . .
All: Thanks be to God! Amen.
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*HYMN:

“Gather Us In”
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SSB #19

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
The Prophet:
Gospel:

Jeremiah 29:11-14
Mark 12:41-44

MUSICAL MEDITATION “Gathered Here”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYERS
The Rev. Blair Hull
SERMON: “Generosity, Hope and Foolishness”
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Exhortation and Invitation
Sursum Corda:
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts!

C: We lift them up to the Lord!
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Sanctus (Singing, #521)
Prayer of Consecration

The Words of Institution
Participation
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil;
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For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
And the glory forever. Amen
*HYMN:
“The Climate is Changing”
(Please sing to the tune of "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise")
The climate is changing! Creation cries out!
Your people face flooding and fire and drought.
We see the great heat waves and storms at their
worst.
We pray for the poor, Lord — for they suffer first.
We pray for the animals here in our midst
who cannot defend their own right to exist.
We pray for the mountains and forests and seas
that bear the harsh footprint of our human greed.
We thank you for people who treasure the earth,
whose faith has long taught them its beauty and
worth.
We thank you as well for the children and youth
who look to the future and speak out the truth.
We thank you for leaders, courageous and brave,
who know that the earth is worth fighting to save,
who care about justice and what they should do,
who listen to science and work hard for you.
You love this good earth, and you sent us your Son!
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May we love our neighbors — there's work to be
done.
May we, by your Spirit, do all in our power
to care for your earth in this critical hour.
(Text: Copyright © 2021 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights
reserved. Permission is granted for free use of this hymn.)
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE:

“St. Denio”

FOR WORSHIP TODAY
MINISTER
MUSIC DIRECTOR
DEACON
COUNTERS
NURSERY

Rev. Richard Lanford
Ben Westphal
Dan Guenther
Rich Schneider/Sharon Johnson
Laurie Mitchell
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Good Morning! Welcome to this gathering of the saints, both
here and in the heavenly kingdom. Let us worship God
together!
Welcome back to today’s guest preacher, the Rev. Blair
Hull!
About Communion: For those worshiping in-person with us,
we hope you picked up one of the wafer-covered Communion
cups on tables in the Narthex and at the landing of the eastern,
chair-lift stairs. Peeling off the top ‘layer’ will get you to the
waferette; the next, foil, covering, will open the cup to you. If
you are joining us via the live-stream, we invite folks to have
ready with them some piece of bread and a cup of something
(wine, water, juice) for the elements. As always, we will
partake together in the Spirit (although perhaps apart in space
and time) when the Pastor prompts us.
The Women’s Guild meets at 11:30 AM this Wednesday the
10th; their meeting includes the annual Cookie Walk!
With Veterans Day coming later this week, we want to
express to all veterans our gratitude for your services given to
this country!
On Thursday, Veterans Day at 7 PM, there will be a St.
Peter’s U.C.C. Zoom meeting with leaders of Partners for Sacred
Spaces; if you want to be included, ask the office for the link.
Partners for Sacred Spaces.
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We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the
church. No amount is too small! As we said in the opening
announcements, you can support our work (and thus, your
work too) by mailing in a check, signing up for electronic giving,
or using PayPal as indicated, with links, on the first main page
of announcements. Depending on how you set up your PayPal
account, you can arrange to pay whatever transaction fee there
is yourself, or, that it will be included in your donation and
deducted before it hits St. Peter’s account (so St. Peter’s, in
effect, pays it). Thank you very much for giving!
Pastor Richard Lanford is off until returning on Thursday,
November 11, Veterans Day.
Having birthdays this week are Bridgette Sterba, Mike
Taheny’s son Mike, Paul Brzozowski, Justin Balling, Peter
Svenson and Alexandra Paige. Marcia and Andre have an
anniversary this week, too! We wish God’s blessings upon
them all.
Holiday Craft Show!! It’s this coming Saturday, from 10 AM
to 3 PM. There are no more spots for vendors available, in case
anyone’s asking. Baked goods are still needed! We are doing a
limited small bake sale for the Bazaar this year (cookies,
brownies, breads only). All items must be individually packaged
when you drop them off by Friday, November 12th. Contact
Wendy if you have any questions.
The deadline for ordering Christmas wreaths was Friday;
pickup will be Saturday, November 20th from 1 to 4 PM.

12

Dorothy Taylor’s memorial service will be a week from this
coming Saturday, here, at 11 AM.
HOSPITALIZED: As far as we know at this writing, Harrison
Kuras’ father is still hospitalized, or possibly in hospice care,
after suffering two strokes the week of October 24th.
According to the adjusted schedule, after a switch, next
Sunday’s lector is Peter Svenson.
Pastor’s podcast is available wherever you listen to
podcasts! Just type in “The Redheaded Preacher” and you’ll
find us! Pastor’s weekly podcasts include the prior Sunday’s
scriptures & sermon, and some words and prayer from Pastor
just for the listeners of the podcast! Check it out!

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT
TREASURER
SECRETARY
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Jenn Schneider
Judy Paige
Chad McCoy
Carolyn Kuechler
Marcia Hilliard
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION
November 7, 2021
The Lord speaks to exiled Judah during its time in Babylonian
exile, refuting the false prophets’ easy promises, but bringing a
promise of God’s own, and words of encouragement.
Jeremiah 29:11-14
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future
with hope.
Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will
hear you.
When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with
all your heart,
I will let you find me, says the LORD, and I will restore your
fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places
where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you
back to the place from which I sent you into exile.
Mark 12:41-44
Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd
putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large
sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said
to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more
than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of
them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live
on."
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