Welcome to St Peter's UCC Virtual Worship Service!
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a new service at
10am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly of the
scripture readings and sermon.
Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday
of the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God
to partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of
denominational background. To participate from home, please
have a small cup of juice, wine, or other beverage you are
comfortable with, and a piece of bread with you. When Rev.
Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" (and "drink"), then we
will all do so - physically separated, but together in spirit.
Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming
congregation. We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for
over 152 years. We are a part of the United Church of Christ,
which means we are passionate about our faith and open in
our thinking. We believe in a Triune God who loves everyone,
regardless of gender identity, orientation, race, status, or
physical or mental ability, and we welcome all people to
share worship, membership, marriage, baptism, funeral, and
fellowship with us.
Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If
you are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and
last initial in the comments section under the video, and where
you are watching us from!
Donations. We have several options for giving, and your
donation helps support our church and its various ministries.
Now more than ever, every contribution (large or small) is
important to keep us going:
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Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to
844-997-2346.
PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the
"Paying for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees
to St Peters.
Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from
iTunes or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077
and select St. Peter's from the drop down. Set up an
account with a password (or process as a guest), select
your donation frequency, amount, and add payment info.
There is also an option here to offset the processing fee.
Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing
regularly throughout the week.

Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from
home during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a
voicemail, we are picking up messages regularly while we are
not in the building. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
for daily updates and messages, and check our website for
additional details, weekly announcements, and more.
St. Peter's United Church of Christ
8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077
(Oakton and Laramie)
847-673-8166
www.stpeteruccskokie.org
Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com
Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org
Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ
Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL
www.stpeteruccskokie.org
847-673-8166
OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR
Sunday, October 4, 2020 10:00 AM
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday
WELCOME GUESTS!
* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand
PRELUDE:

“A Theme by Thomas Tallis”

THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS

arr. McGregor
Jenn Schneider

CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor:
Like empty jars, we come to be filled.

Congregation: Like ornamental candles, we come
to be set ablaze.
P:

Like aged wine in a cask, we come to be
poured out.

C:

Like weary travelers, we tune in to
find rest.

P:

Like lovers drifted apart, we come to be
reconciled.

C:

Like little kids, we present ourselves
open to surprise!

P:

Hear the Word of God and make your
reply; ‘My heart has heard you say,
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Come and talk with me, O my people!’

C:

And our hearts respond, “God, we
are coming to You!”

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O God, we have no righteousness of our own. We
confess we have bent and ignored Your law. Your
commandments inform us but do not transform.
We give lip service to Your law but seek to avoid its
implication for our lives. We recognize some of our
errors, but many are hidden from us. We devote
our energies to accumulating possessions that
function as idols in our lives. We find that we
depend on them more than we honor You. Have
mercy on us, and save us, we pray, from our
transgressions. Help us to reorder our days. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and
declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world!’”
Our sins are forgiven through the life, crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus, Lamb of God. Our minds and hearts
are changed because of, and now are oriented by, the
grace of God. In joyful grasping of the good news which
lovingly grasps us, let the congregation wherever and
whenever they are cry out . . .
All: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen.
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*HYMN:

“Lift Up Your Heads”

SSB #9 (vv. 1-3)

WORDS ABOUT OFFERING
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Old Testament:
Epistle:

Jessica Schneider
Exodus 20: 1-20
Philippians 3: 4b-14

MUSICAL MEDITATION:
“Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup”

arr. Jeanne Cotter
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HOMILY:
“In Wilderness: Commandments, Covenant and Christ”
*HYMN:

“Remember Me”

(Sing to the tune of hymnal # 59, Tallis’ Canon, aka
“All praise to Thee, my God, this night.”)
Remember me — the God who saves —
For back in Egypt you were slaves;
Then by my hand I set you free.
Now keep my law. Remember me.
Remember me in bread and wine
Whene'er you share this meal of mine.
I gave my life to set you free.
With thanks and praise, remember me.
Remember me in all you do,
For I'm alive! I walk with you.
I was, I am, and I shall be.
O church I love, remember me.
Our God, we hear! We're called and freed!
Your Spirit gives us memory.
Now send us out that we may share
Your love's great story everywhere.
Text: Copyright © 2001 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette.
Copied from Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and
Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Upper Room Books,
2009). Pastor has the book and thereby has the right to
use this text.
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PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYERS
*RESPONSE:
“Let Us Break Bread Together”
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SSB #18 (vv. 1, 2)

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Exhortation and Invitation
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Consecration
The Words of Institution
Participation
Closing Prayer and
THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil;
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen
*CHARGE & BENEDICTION
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you to bear all things, believe all things,
hope all things, endure all things, with faith, with hope,
and above all, with love.
*POSTLUDE:
Improvisation on “Let Us Break Bread Together” by Westphal
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FOR WORSHIP TODAY
MINISTER
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Rev. Richard Lanford
Ben Westphal
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hello October! Good morning to our virtual worship service
today and welcome! Let us worship God who creates all
things, came as Jesus to save the world and breathes life into
us through the Holy Spirit. Amen.
This is a Communion Sunday, and so we ask you to have
a piece of bread, a roll, or something small like this with you,
and a cup of wine, juice, water, coffee or something else,
each of which will be your “bread and cup.” As if we were
gathered in person together, please partake of what you
have when so prompted by Pastor Lanford.
IN SYMPATHY: Last Monday, Bill Todd, Jim’s brother, who
grew up in St. Peter’s, left this life after being in a coma and
in hospice care. The family will hold a time for receiving
friends at the Haben Funeral Home & Crematorium Sunday
from 3 to 6 PM. A memorial service, here, is the desire of the
family sometime\ in November. Our prayers are also sought
by Angela Washek for her soon-to-be brother-in-law Mike,
whose mother died last week shortly before his imminent
wedding. The family is that of Diane Kuropas.
HOSPITALIZED: June Peterson remains in hospice care at
Generations on Oakton, 1660-1665 Oakton Court, Des
Plaines, 60018. Sydney Hubbs, for whom Julie Jernberg
asked prayers, has chosen to put off surgery. Jane
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Abramchik recovers from back surgery at home. Please keep
them in your prayers, along with others whom we lift up
together today.
THE RUMMAGE SALE is over! Thank you X 3 to its
leaders, its helpers, rummage donors, shoppers, publicizers,
and anyone who supported it in any way! We have another
announcement about it, though! See below:
Save the date: Rummage clean-up will take place on
October 10th at 10 AM. We will be packing all the
household items and loading them into a trailer to be picked
up by the Cancer Federation. We need boxes to pack
things in, so please bring anything you have! We will
be keeping all soft items to go to Savers in February. We will
continue to collect soft goods through the end of January.
Savers will pay us $0.20/pound for these items. Soft goods
include clothing, shoes, purses, linens, stuffed animals, hats,
belts and scarves.
The Board of Elders met via free teleconference call
last Thursday afternoon. Your Micah 6:8 Committee met via
Zoom that evening.
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Speaking of Micah 6:8, it is easy to “love kindness,”
but how do you “do justice” in these difficult times?
Seeking justice is a fundamental aspect of our Christian faith.
But knowledge comes before action. To expand our
understanding as a justice-seeking people, the Micah 6:8
Committee is planning a virtual screening and discussion of
the documentary film, “Suppressed: the Fight to Vote.” The
program will begin at 11:30 AM, Sunday, October 11th—
time enough after worship to grab a cup of java to make it a
virtual coffee hour. The program will include some fellowship,
a brief introduction, the film screening and discussion
afterward. Over the years voter suppression has taken many
forms, but it has existed since the nation’s founding. The
landmark 1965 Voting Rights Act was a significant step
forward, but a 2013 Supreme Court decision rolled back some
of its key provisions. Within hours of the decision, many
states imposed voting restrictions. “Suppressed: The Fight to
Vote,” a film by Robert Greenwald, weaves together personal
stories from voters across the state of Georgia to reveal
widespread voter suppression in the 2018 midterm election.
With so much at stake in the 2020 election cycle and during
these unprecedented times, the 38-minute documentary
opens a window on an important issue. Mark your calendars

now for this special coffee-hour program and watch for the
Zoom meeting details to follow soon.
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Drive-Thru Pet Blessing: Our Pet Blessing this year will
fall in line with our social distancing year! Pastor will bless
your furry and you. We plan a few surprises and all while we
social distance and wear masks. Donations will be
shared between CARE and St. Peter’s. Please tell your friends
and neighbors. Should it rain, we'll hold it October 25th,
same times.
We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the
church. No amount is too small! So many thanks to
everyone who’s been keeping us going with your donations!
See inside front cover for details on how to donate.
OCTOBER IS KITCHEN MONTH AGAIN! - Yes, it was only
two months ago we found ourselves in a month with five
Saturdays and had the privilege of serving as the host church
at A Just Harvest Community Kitchen. Most of you know that
we are not serving in person; the meals are prepared by the
Kitchen staff (using food purchased with our collective
support) and served curbside. We fully expect the Kitchen to
be following this model for a while yet. Our next date to
host, believe it or not, is Saturday, October 31st! So, gentle
friends and members of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ
who are pro-Jesus and pro-feeding the hungry, this is
another great opportunity to be alive in Christ and make a
contribution, not of sloppy joes, but of some money to help
the Kitchen buy food and prepare our typical meal of sloppy
joes, vegetable, salad, drink, fruit and light dessert. The
Kitchen needs $500 to purchase everything.
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Please follow this link to let us know you can donate:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tk4nlrEn4tUuoC_AwB
MgdYBB3-SuVI7njpFWksYWQn0/edit Oct 2020. We really
hope to have $500 pledged and received (by check or
electronic giving to the church) before October 20th. Thank
you so very much for keeping one of our long-time missions,
and not only that of worship, going!
Thank you to everyone who supported our Village Inn
Fundraiser last Sunday! Participation was down but we’re
going for another day this month, asking people to mark
Thursday, October 22nd, as our next fundraiser / food
day!**Please note it was reported in the Announcer as a
Sunday but it is a Thursday.
Another opportunity to be of generous service is
contribute to the Annual NorthShore CROP Walk!
Please see this month’s Announcer article for the full details,
or call or email Susan Garcia who is for sure raising funds
through the Walk. You and others are also free to sign up
on-line at the CWS/NorthShore CROP Walk site to be part of
the St. Peter’s U.C.C. Skokie team with Susan and raise funds
too.
Next week the scheduled Lector is Mike Ryan.
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Today’s Call to Worship is reprinted by permission of the
publisher from Touch Holiness (Resources for Worship,
Updated), ed Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi.
Copyright 1990 by The Pilgrim Press, Copyright 2012 Ruth C.
Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Our Prayer of Confession is
reprinted by permission of United Church Press from Taught
by Love by Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1998 by United Church
Press; revised edition copyright 2002 The Pilgrim Press.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT
TREASURER
SECRETARY
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Jenn Schneider
Judy Paige
Mandy Steegmueller
Carolyn Kuechler
Marcia Hilliard
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION
October 4th, 2020
Exodus 20:1 - 20
1Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery;

4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or
that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to
them or worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God,
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the
fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast

my commandments.
7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your
God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
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8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall
labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to
the LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or
your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the
alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the
seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and
consecrated it.
12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be
long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

14You shall not commit adultery.
15You shall not steal.
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet
your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.
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18When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the

and trembled and stood at a distance, 19and said to Moses, “You
speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we
will die.” 20Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God
has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so
that you do not sin.”
Philippians 3:4 - 14
Paul wrote, “If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I
have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss
because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them
as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him,
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not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but
one that comes throu

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him
in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the
dead.
12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the

hind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal
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