ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR

Sunday,
May 22,
2022
10:00 AM
___________
Sixth Sunday of
Easter

Welcome to Worship!

SUNDAYS @ 10:00AM
In-person Worship. Following COVID safety protocols
Livestream on YouTube. Live at 10am then available on our channel
“The Redheaded Preacher” Podcast. On Soundcloud, includes
sermon and scriptures only, posted weekly by Tuesday

Ways to Give

Text Your Gi�. 844-997-2346 Super easy a�er a ﬁrst-�me setup
PayPal. PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the “Paying for Goods or
Services” box to not pass on the fees to St Peter’s
Check or Cash. Mail to the address below ... this way s�ll works ﬁne
Vanco GivePlus App. Contact the church oﬃce to set up regular giving

Open Communion

All Chris�ans and seekers a�er God are invited to partake of the Lord's Supper
with us the ﬁrst Sunday of every month and special Holy Days (Christmas,
Maundy Thursday, and Easter). At-home Communion par�cipants are invited to
provide their own elements and join when Pastor bids you, “take, eat, and drink.”

About St. Peter’s UCC

We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie since 1867. We are a part of the
United Church of Christ, which means we are passionate about our faith and
open in our thinking. We believe in a Triune God who loves everyone, regardless
of gender iden�ty, orienta�on, race, status, or physical or mental ability, and we
invite all people to share worship, membership, marriage, bap�sm, funeral, and
fellowship with us.

Contact, Follow, or Talk to Us

Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com
In the oﬃce Wed-Sat (�mes vary) and Sundays
Laura Olson (Oﬃce Manager): oﬃce@stpeteruccskokie.org
Oﬃce hours Mon-Fri 9am to 2pm
Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com
Facebook/Instagram/YouTube: stpeteruccskokie
Website: www.stpeteruccskokie.org

Like, follow, or join our
email list for up-to-date info
about events and activities!

8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 | 847-673-8166

P = Pastor

C = Congregation

A = All

St. Peter’s United Church of Christ in Skokie
Order of Worship for Sunday, May 22, 2022 at 10:00am
Sixth Sunday after Easter
Rural Life Sunday
Marking Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month
Welcome to worship. The music before the service is intended as a time
of silent prayer and preparation.

PRELUDE

Selected

THE RINGING OF THE BELLS
THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jenn Schneider

Those who are able please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP
P: With open hands,
C: With open doors,
P: The church of Jesus Christ is ready:
C: Ready to welcome us,
P: To gather us in,
C: To lift our spirits and
P: Lighten our grief,
C: To double our joy
P: And deepen our awe.
C: Open hands, open arms.
A: Come in. Welcome home!
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CALL TO CONFESSION
P: We know our hands are not always open, nor our minds to the
things of God or neighbor which challenge our
understandings, or our willingness to follow Christ. We know
that even with all the loving and helpful things we do and say,
we have a lesser side which sways us away. Please join me in
the spirit of prayer, after reading the prayer to ourselves
silently first, and confess our falling short to our holy merciful
God.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
A: great and loving God, there are times we have felt close to
You, and times when we have not, and we do not need to
ask ‘who moved?’ because we know it was not You who
moved. We move away from You when we give in to our
human nature to act selfishly at the possible expense of
others. We move away from You when we ignore issues of
justice, adding to the silence which can kill or discourage.
We move away from You when we have the chance to help
someone but choose not to, when we choose to hoard when
we could share, and when we take Your grace for granted.
Forgive us and move us to rededicate our spirits to greater
spiritual growth, maturity and wisdom! In the name of Jesus
who died and rose again for us we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON Isaiah 43:25
P: The Lord said, “I, I am the One who blots out your
transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your
sins.” You and I are forgiven because of how great God’s love
for us is, a depth of grace found in Jesus Christ from cradle to
cross, from grave to resurrection and beyond. It is a gift from
the greatest heart of eternity, extending even to us. In laying
hold of this tremendous news, let us say aloud together . . .
A: Alleluia! Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

C = Congregation

A = All

“God, in Your Church’s Teaching”

Sing to the tune of ‘The Church’s One Foundation.’

God, in our church's teaching, may we be bold and clear;
may it become our practice to counter hate and fear.
We've said that Jesus' message is one that's filled with love,
and yet our sweeping statements are clearly not enough.
Isaiah boldly told us you hate our worship ways
when we ignore injustice and simply offer praise.
And Jesus gave a warning: When we — in sin and pride —
refuse to welcome others, we turn our Lord aside.
May these be crucial lessons we teach the old and young:
that racist ways are evil, that sexist ways are wrong.
In Sunday schools and pulpits, may this be what we speak:
God made each person precious, beloved and unique.
O God, we grieve the violence, the shootings, and the hate;
we grieve our own indifference — our speaking out too late.
God, in our church's witness, may we say loud and clear:
We welcome every neighbor. We work for justice here.
Text: Copyright © 2021 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
A HYMN-PRAYER IN RESPONSE TO MASS KILLINGS IN BUFFALO. Largest
mass killing in 2022: 10 people were killed (9 Blacks) by a white man, a
hate crime and a "case of racially motivated violent extremism" (FBI).
Permission is given for free use of this hymn by local churches and
ecumenical groups, including for streaming online in worship services.

The congregation may be seated.
MISSION MOMENT
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Psalter
New Testament
MUSICAL MEDITATION

Carolyn Van Til
Psalm 67
The Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

Selected
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Those who are able please stand.
GOSPEL
RESPONSE

A = All

John 5:1-9

“Alleluia!”

#495

A LITANY TO HONOR & AFFIRM PACIFIC ISLANDER & ASIAN
AMERICAN MINISTRIES, UCC
(By Rev. Tom Fujita)

P:
A:
P:
A:
P:
A:
P:

A:
P:

A:
P:

For creating this world into which we are born, and for giving
us the opportunity to live our lives to the fullest…
We give you thanks, O God our Creator.
For leading peoples of diverse countries and cultures to this
country called America…
We give thanks, O God of the heavens and the earth!
For the opportunities and responsibilities that come to us
being a country of diversity…
We give thanks, O God, who created diversity!
For the struggles and sacrifices of our immigrant ancestors
who toiled so hard that succeeding generations might have a
better life…
We give you thanks, O God of integrity and history!
For the gifts, faith, culture, and religious traditions of
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Filipino, Taiwanese, Hawaiian,
Samoan, Marshallese, Indian, and all other Pacific Islander
and Asian peoples…
We give you thanks, O God of all!
For failing to appreciate fully the traditions and heritages
from which we come and for failing to respond and be
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sensitive to people especially from Asia and the Pacific
Islands;
To you we confess our sins of omissions, O God of struggle!
O God, we commit ourselves to:
• Care for the suffering of all God’s people, especially for
our neighbors of Asian and Pacific Island descent;
• Strive for a deeper spirituality as exemplified by the first
generation of our Christian ancestors;
• Live for peace which comes from dedication to live with
justice;
• Appreciate that true Christian harmony comes through a
positive identity based upon pride in God’s gift to us, our
heritages both ethnic and Christian; and
• Sharing our unique talents in the concerns of others, all
for the glory of your universal plan. Amen.

RESPONSE

Gloria Patri

#493
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The congregation may be seated.
PASTORAL PRAYER AND SILENT PRAYERS
THE LORD’S PRAYER
A: Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil;
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen
SERMON

“For and Against Healing”
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Those who are able please stand.
HYMN
“We Are Marching in the Light of God”

SSB #26
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CHARGE & BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Selected

The music after the service is intended as a time of reflection. Pastor will
be pleased to greet you at the Sanctuary doors as soon as the postlude
has concluded, and our livestream has stopped.

FOR WORSHIP TODAY
MINISTER
Rev. Richard Lanford
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Ben Westphal
DEACON
Maria Altmayer
LIVESTREAM
Jennifer Schneider
NURSERY ATTENDANT
Heidi Tarzian
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Good Morning! On the sabbath, Paul and his companions
worshiped with Lydia and the other women (Acts 16:13-14). May
God open our hearts today as he did theirs.
THANK YOU to Carol and Bob Iannotti, helpers Laurie, Heidi and
Judy, and everyone else who came to have fun here at last night’s
Bunco & Card and Raffle Party! Thanks to everyone who donated
prizes to be raffled off, who helped set up and take down, who
schlepped and sold raffle tickets and who bought tickets!
The Deadline for articles for the June Announcer is tomorrow!
Coming up soon is also our Outreach Open House on June 4th
from 9-12. This special event has been organized to highlight the
great work over a dozen of our ministry partners has been doing.
The event is free, and will be an opportunity to browse multiple
organizations – find out where you can plug in, or get help
yourself. St Peter’s is doing this in support of our OWN initiative
to highlight others that are also doing good in our community,
and partner with organizations to reach and help the most
people. President Jenn’s most urgent request in this matter is to
spread the word – invite people, share on Facebook, hang up
flyers, anything you can think of. Ask her if you have any
questions or ideas.
HELP NEEDED:
• We will need help the day of the event which is 9-12. If you can
stay all morning, that would be best. If you can’t, let us know
what time.
-

2 people – making and handing out popcorn and drinks

-

-

-

2-3 strong guys to help load in at 8am and load out at noon
2 people – host the St Peter’s table – friendly, outgoing,
chatty, love to talk about St. Peter’s is a must!
o Jen and Pastor will be “floating” all day, and won’t
probably be at the table
2 people – our community partners table will have
brochures on it from orgs that couldn’t make it. We’d like a
couple people to sit there as well
4-5 other people – to possibly “staff” booths who need
help, or give volunteers a break

• We need 3 raffle baskets/prizes – we are giving away one door
prize an hour for anyone who attends.
• Please, please, please spread the word, and come to the event
yourself. Personally invite people to come – call or text or direct
message them, and say it would mean a lot to you personally if
they’d attend this event.
We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the church.
No amount is too small! So many thanks to everyone who’s been
keeping us going with your donations! See inside the bulletin’s
front cover for details on how to donate.
Skokie’s Festival of Cultures is this weekend.

Hospitalized: As of this midweek writing, Dorothy Panzke remains
at Humboldt Park Hospital; Room 427, 1044 N. Francisco, 60622.
Clara Melone is back at Alden on Touhy, 5050 W. Touhy Ave.,
Skokie, 60077, Room 101-1.
Happy birthday! Having birthdays this week are Gail Hoellerich,
Pastor Richard, Diane Meggs and Angelo Iannotti. Ann and Mark
Aler celebrate an anniversary this week, too! Blessings on all y’all.
According to the schedule, next Sunday’s Nursery Attendant will
be Carolyn Van Til; the Lector is to be Rich Schneider.
We include a special litany from our United Church of Christ
resources in marking Asian / Pacific Island American Heritage
month.

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT
TREASURER
SECRETARY
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Jenn Schneider
Judy Paige
Chad McCoy
Carolyn Kuechler
Maria Altmayer

Please remember that we can always use food contributions for
the Mini-Pantry! There are now copies of a list of suggestions
and items by the narthex and on the shelves where the food is
kept by the offices. Take one home! Demand has increased
considerably since it was first installed last September. We always
appreciate what is brought in, and the need does not go away.
Perhaps if you are employed you could ask about doing a
collection at your job. Thank you!
Pastor's Podcast is now on all the Podcast platforms- iTunes,
Stitcher, Overcast, Spotify, Podcast Addict, Amazon Music and
more. Just look up "The Redheaded Preacher" on your podcast
catcher or music streaming service then hit subscribe and you'll
get the newest editions weekly! You can also get it via the
church’s webpage link. Give us a 5-star rating and review if you
can, it helps us grow so much.

MISSION MOMENTS
May 22, 2022
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15
Disciples Together
Rural Life Sunday
In today’s reading, Paul gets called to Macedonia, which is far
from the urban centers he has known. On this rural life Sunday,
we celebrate pastors in rural communities, who also answer calls
far from cities. Today, a few of those pastors reflect on the joys
and challenges of being a rural church pastor.
Dana Schindler, whose church recently celebrated 150 years
together, says that a joy is that members feel a real connection to
the church. A challenge is related to the joy. Almost everyone is
related and it can be difficult for new people who are not
members of the 2 main families to feel accepted.
Whitney Prose Bruno writes, “We really are family. (Often
literally.) Everyone knows everyone. This means you're welcomed
with flaws and merits both. But the challenge is that rural
churches like most organizational groups are in decline. An urban
congregation has the opportunity to share church space with
other congregations, and nonprofits. Community continues. A
rural congregation does not. If the handful stop meeting, there's

not another socialization and community for the elderly (not
online) members to join.”
Rural churches understand the importance of feeding one
another. Sara Bartlett gives thanks for the joy of shared
vegetables from the many gardens in her community. Rev.
Deanna Armstrong is proud of her small congregation which
produced 200 pounds of food in its community garden. In a
drought, at 6,200 feet of elevation.
Family and food are blended with a good bit of humor, too. Rev.
Kimberly Shrader, who serves a two-point charge in Maine, says
wryly, “The smaller of the churches I serve gave me a bit of a
surprise when I first arrived. You see they have to turn the well
pump off in late October, which means no restroom in the parish
hall. The 200-year-old sanctuary building has no pumping at all.
So, the worship service MUST BE 45 minutes, no longer, so they
can get to the home of whomever is hosting fellowship.”
When Paul received the call to Macedonia, the scripture tells us
that he left for there, immediately. Whether they heard and
answered the call at once, or responded more slowly, give thanks
for rural pastors and the churches they serve today.

SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION

May 22, 2022

Psalm 67

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us,
that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us.
May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him.
Revelation 21:10, 22 - 22:5
(The initial ‘he’ is one of the 7 angels who appeared previously in this vision after the final
judgment).
10

And in the spirit he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed

me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
22

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty

and the Lamb.

23

And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the

glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.

24

The nations will walk by its

light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it.
be shut by day—and there will be no night there.
glory and the honor of the nations.

27

26

25

Its gates will never

People will bring into it the

But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone

who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the
Lamb’s book of life.

2

1

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of
the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God
and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his
face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night;
they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they
will reign forever and ever.
John 5:1-9

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha,
which has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed.
One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him
lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you
want to be made well?"
The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool
when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps
down ahead of me." Jesus said to him, "Stand up, take your mat and walk." At
once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that
day was a sabbath.

