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Welcome to St Peter's UCC Virtual Worship Service! 
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel to catch a new service at 
10am each Sunday! We also share a podcast weekly of the 
scripture readings and sermon. 
  
Open Holy Communion. We have communion the 1st Sunday 
of the month and we invite all Christians and seekers after God 
to partake of the Lord's Supper with us regardless of 
denominational background. To participate from home, please 
have a small cup of juice, wine, or other beverage you are 
comfortable with, and a piece of bread with you. When Rev. 
Lanford prompts us to "take and eat" (and "drink"), then we 
will all do so - physically separated, but together in spirit. 
  
Who We Are. St. Peter's is an Open and Affirming 
congregation. We've been in the heart of downtown Skokie for 
over 152 years. We are a part of the United Church of Christ, 
which means we are passionate about our faith and open in 
our thinking. We believe in a Triune God who loves everyone, 
regardless of gender identity, orientation, race, status, or 
physical or mental ability, and we welcome all people to 
share worship, membership, marriage, baptism, funeral, and 
fellowship with us. 
  
Attendance. We would like to get to know you better, too! If 
you are comfortable doing so, please put your first name and 
last initial in the comments section under the video, and where 
you are watching us from! 
  
Donations. We have several options for giving, and your 
donation helps support our church and its various ministries. 
Now more than ever, every contribution (large or small) is 
important to keep us going:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9RSRiqqbqUM8Z2GD3uVOPw
https://soundcloud.com/user-601376219
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• Text Your Gift. Text the amount you want to donate to 
844-997-2346.  

• PayPal. Visit PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie Uncheck the 
"Paying for Goods or Services" box to not pass on the fees 
to St Peters.  

• Vanco Give+ App. Download the Vanco GIVE+ app from 
iTunes or Google Play, put in the church's zip code 60077 
and select St. Peter's from the drop down. Set up an 
account with a password (or process as a guest), select 
your donation frequency, amount, and add payment info. 
There is also an option here to offset the processing fee.  

• Mail a Check. We are collecting mail daily, and depositing 
regularly throughout the week.  

  
Contact Us. You can email us – we are accessing email from 
home during the Shelter-in-Place order. Or call and leave a 
voicemail, we are picking up messages regularly while we are 
not in the building. Follow us on Facebook and Instagram 
for daily updates and messages, and check our website for 
additional details, weekly announcements, and more. 
  
St. Peter's United Church of Christ 
8013 Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 60077 
(Oakton and Laramie) 
847-673-8166 
www.stpeteruccskokie.org 
 
Rev. Richard Lanford (Pastor): revlanford@gmail.com  
Laura Olson (Office Manager): office@stpeteruccskokie.org 
Ben Westphal (Music Director): bcwestphal@gmail.com 

  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/stpeteruccskokie
https://www.apple.com/itunes/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vanco.gpm&hl=en_US
https://www.facebook.com/stpeteruccskokie/
https://www.instagram.com/stpeteruccskokie/
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St. Peter's United Church of Christ 
Oakton Street and Laramie Avenue, Skokie, IL 

www.stpeteruccskokie.org 
847-673-8166 

OUR ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 
Sunday, September 27, 2020 10:00 AM 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

WELCOME GUESTS! 
* Indicates all who are able are invited to stand 

  

PRELUDE: “Lord of All Good”  arr. Carl Schalk       
 
THE SHARING OF ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenn Schneider 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
We call ourselves to worship with “Allelu” by Ray Repp 

Refrain:  Allelu! Allelu! Everybody sing allelu, 
For the Lord is risen, it is true;  
Everybody sing Allelu! 

1. God said He would send His Son (allelu, allelu) 
And salvation would be won, Alleluia!  
(Refrain) 

2. Christ was born in Bethlehem (allelu, allelu) 
So that we would live again, Alleluia!  
(Refrain) 

3. Thirty years He walked the land (allelu, allelu) 
To all in need He lent His hand. Alleluia! 
(Refrain) 

about:blank
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4. On the hard wood of the cross (allelu, allelu) 
He suffered and He died for us, Alleluia! 
(Refrain) 

5. On the third day He did rise (allelu, allelu) 
Now He lives no more to die, Alleluia!  
(Refrain) 

6. Now we too can live anew (allelu, allelu) 
Live in Him need all we do, Alleluia!  
(Refrain and end). 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

We fear to approach You with our confession, holy 
God, for You may require changes in us that are 
costly. You ask us to have the mind of Christ, a 
mind free of pretense and self-interest. You 
challenge us to lay aside our advantages to go 
where You send us. We fear loss of security if we 
are obedient. It is hard to see ourselves as 
exploiters when we pursue advantages for our 
families. It is difficult to consider others when we 
feel like victims. We confess our need for You and 
our desire to find Your purpose for us. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
The Lord says in Isaiah, “I, I am the One who blots out 
your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not 
remember your sins” (43:25). 
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Our God is a forgiving God, who in Jesus went to the end 
for our forgiveness, for the creation of a new bridge that 
we may cross to be back in right relationship with God, for 
the demonstration of the depth and breadth of this grace. 
By the grace of God, our sins are wiped out and God will 
not remember them again. Please join me in laying claim 
on this majestic news of mercy and transforming love by 
saying: 
All:  Alleluia! Amen. 
 

*GLORIA CREATOR: (usual tune of Hymnal # 493) 
Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ,  
and to the Holy Ghost! 
As it was in the beginning, is now,  
and ever shall be:  
World without end! Amen, amen.  
 

 WORDS ABOUT OFFERING 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Carolyn Van Til 
  Old Testament:  Exodus 17: 1-7 
 Epistle:  Philippians 2: 1-13 
 
MUSICAL MEDITATION: “Slane”  arr. Callahan 
 

*GOSPEL:  Matthew 21: 23-32 
 

SERMON: “For God's Good Pleasure” 
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*HYMN:  “Why Test our God?”  Lyrics by Lavon Bayler 
Sing to the tune of “The God of Abraham Praise.”  

 
Why did we test our God 
Insisting on our due, 
While God supplied abundantly 
More than we knew? 
Like Israelites of old, 
Who thirsted and complained, 
We question, Is God with us here? 
Is Love restrained? 
 
Incline your ears and hear 
The psalmist speaks again 
Of glorious deeds and wondrous acts: 
God’s great amen. 
Pure water streamed from rocks 
To quench the wanderer’s thirst. 
Led by their God, with cloud and fire, 
They seas traversed. 
 
Then Jesus came to teach, 
That we might look beyond 
Our own ambitions and conceits 
And then respond 
With minds attuned to Christ 
Who, in humility, 
Became obedient, to death 
And set us free. 
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PASTORAL AND SILENT PRAYERS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (‘debts’) 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil; 
for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
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*RESPONSE: “We Are an Offering: SSB #11 
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*CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
 
*POSTLUDE:  “Mit Freuden zart”  arr. Höpfer 

FOR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTER  Rev. Richard Lanford 
MUSIC DIRECTOR   Ben Westphal 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Good Morning! Welcome to worship in the name of Jesus. 
Please greet those near you with a sign of peace. 

HOSPITALIZED: June Peterson just moved back to 
Generations of Oakton, hospice unit, 1660-1665 Oakton 
Terrace, Des Plained, IL 60018. 

Saturday Worship Recordings – Pastor, Ben, Beth, and 
Jen meet on Saturdays at 1:15pm to record the Sunday 
worship service for YouTube. We invite you to join us for 
that recording! It is a little different than our Sunday 
services – some pieces are filmed out of order, and we ask 
you not to sing the hymns, and to maintain COVID safety 
protocols – but it IS spiritually fulfilling, and may help us all 
to find our way back to “normal” Sunday morning worship in 
the near future. Please see the October Announcer for 
details, and remember, at St. Peter’s – all are welcome! 

RUMMAGE SALE Update! The original sale was last Friday 
and Saturday. We have added 2 extra sale days!!: Tuesday, 
9/ 29 from 6:30-8:30, and Saturday, October 3, 9:00 - 
1:00. Some of those slots are also filled! Please find below 
the shopping instructions AND below the Volunteer sign up 
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link! Church members are already welcome to shop in person 
using the honor system, and are welcome to bring their 
friends and family as long as they stay with them while 
they’re in the building and follow our safety protocols (wear a 
mask, keep 6’ or more physical distance, wash hands).  

(Psst … Shopping FAQ are located at the very end of this 
bulletin – keep scrolling!) 

We need volunteers to make this sale successful, so 
please sign up!! Sign up to work the sale here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094ca8ab2fa 
5f85-rummage. The link for shoppers outside the church 
family to shop on the sale days is: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e4dafab29a
0fb6-annual. Please contact Annie Noorts with questions, or 
if you’d like to schedule a time to shop, and you don’t have a 
key!  

Save the date for Rummage Clean-up, which will take 
place on October 10th. We will be packing all the household 
items and loading them into a trailer to be picked up by the 
Cancer Federation. We will be keeping all soft items to go to 
Savers in February. We will continue to collect soft goods 
through the end of January. Savers will pay us $0.20/pound 
for these items. Soft goods include clothing, shoes, purses, 
linens, stuffed animals, hats, belts and scarves.  
 
The Board of Elders meet via free teleconference call this 
coming October 1st at 4 PM. 
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The Micah 6:8 Committee has meeting at 6:30 PM that 
same Thursday. Peggy has sent out the Zoom invitation email 
some weeks ago. 
 
We are always grateful for any and all offerings to the 
church. No amount is too small! So many thanks to 
everyone who’s been keeping us going with your donations! 
See inside the bulletin front cover for details on donating. 
 
OCTOBER IS KITCHEN MONTH AGAIN! Yes, it was only 
two months ago we had 5 Saturdays and so found ourselves 
the host church for the meal at A Just Harvest. Most of you 
know that we are not serving in person; the meals are 
prepared by the staff (with the foods we get them the 
gathered money to buy) and served curbside to their patrons. 
Although at this September 20th writing we are almost 6 
weeks out, we fully expect the Kitchen to still be following 
this model for a while yet. Our date is, believe it or not, 
Saturday, October 31st! So, gentle friends and members of 
St. Peter’s United Church of Christ who are pro-Jesus, pro-
feeding the hungry, this is another great opportunity to be 
alive in Christ and make a contribution, not of sloppy joes, 
but of some money to help the Kitchen buy and prepare 
what’s needed for those Sloppy Joes, and vegetable, salad, 
drink, fruit and light dessert. Please follow this link to let us 
know you can donate and how much (they need $500 from 
us for everything) 
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UNDY 500 is back! Since the Indy 500 was postponed due 
to COVID-19 concerns we also did not hold the annual Undy 
500, until now with a special virtual edition. We are 
encouraging members to either make monetary donations 
directly to The Night Ministry via their website: 
https://thenightministry.ejoinme.org/MyPages/Dona
tionPage/tabid/79631/Default.aspx?fbclid=IwAR3-
nGJXojUh8ApiwB75GvwwbTcrO1GisZzW914rS-
vB4wQX4raqPBOoabU; or by ordering women’s, men’s, 
and/or youth underwear online and choosing to have it 
delivered directly to The Night Ministry. The address is below 
and remember, colors only please, all sizes needed. The 
Night Ministry, 1735 N Ashland Ave; Suite 2000, Chicago, IL 
60622. 
 
Village Inn Fundraiser Update! Thank you to everyone 
who’s been participating; the first event totals were $113.71, 
the second one brought in $107.07! Our next Village Inn 
Fundraiser is TODAY from 11 AM to 11PM. All you have to 
do is order food on that day any way you like, and tell your 
server it’s for the St. Peter’s UCC Fundraiser. We get 20% of 
whatever you spend - it’s that easy! 
 
Our Office Manager and Custodian Laura Olson returns 
from vacation Monday. She will also be gone Monday and 
Tuesday, October 12th and 13th. 
 
Pet Blessing October 18th Load up your furry kids and 
family for our drive thru pet blessing on Sunday, October 18 
from 3-4pm, in the parking lot next to the church. Pastor will 
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bless your furry and you. We plan a few surprises and all 
while we social distance and wear masks. Donations will be 
shared between CARE and St. Peter’s. Please tell your friends 
and neighbors. Afterwards, pick up Dinner at Village Inn … 
 
Having their first wedding anniversary on Tuesday are 
Harrison Kuras and Angela Washek! Kathy (Blinn) and Jeff 
Issel also have their anniversary on Tuesday. Later, Mandy 
and Rich Steegmueller celebrate their anniversary on October 
1st. Those with birthdays this week are Beth Sterba, 
Anna (Garcia) Deters, Ron Schuhrke’s granddaughter Maya 
Martinek, Lucy Rees, Nicole Miller and Doug Johnson. 
 
Next week, which Sunday is World Communion Sunday, the 
scheduled Lector is Jessica Schneider.  
 
Today’s Prayer of Confession and the hymn text after the 
sermon are reprinted by permission of United Church Press 
from Taught by Love by Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1998 by 
United Church Press; revised edition copyright 2002 The 
Pilgrim Press.  
 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
PRESIDENT   Jenn Schneider 
VICE-PRESIDENT   Judy Paige  
TREASURER   Mandy Steegmueller  
SECRETARY   Carolyn Kuechler 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY   Marcia Hilliard 
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St Peter’s Member (family and friends) 
Shopping Instructions & FAQs 

1) When can members shop? 

Members with keys are welcome to go into the gym to shop 
anytime starting Tuesday, Sept 15. Those who do not have 
keys can contact Annie Noorts or the office to schedule a 
time to shop. Family and friends are welcome to shop WITH 
church members. Shoppers are always invited to come by 
during sorting times as well. Keep in mind all the items will 
not be out until the sale days, so feel free to come by more 
than once. 

2) How will the honor system sale work? 

Upon entering the gym, please use the hand sanitizer that is 
on the table to the right. Also wear face covering while you 
are in the building. The sale is set up very differently than in 
years past in an effort to allow for physical distancing, and 
everything being in the gym. There is a small boutique set up 
near the entrance to the gym rather than on the stage. Most 
items are not priced, except those in the boutique. Price 
sheets will be sitting next to the hand sanitizer.  

3) How do I pay for my purchase? 

Members can pay by cash or check and leave it in the box 
labeled “payments.” There are envelopes in the box to put 
payments into. You can also pay thru PayPal or the Text to 
Give app.  
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Text Your payment. Text the amount you are paying to 844-
997-2346. If you haven’t done this before you will need to 
add your credit card information.  

PayPal – log into your PayPal account. Go to 
PayPal.me/stpeteruccskokie. Enter the amount of your 
payment, and send it. 

If you will be shopping more than one time, feel free to fill 
out an index card and put it into the file box. Payment will be 
due in full at the end of the sale. 

4) Are there bags and packing materials? 

There are bags under the table and packing material at the 
far end of the table where hand sanitizer is. Help yourself to 
whatever you need. 
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SCRIPTURES FOR THE CONGREGATION   

 Sept. 27, 2020 

Exodus 17:1-7  

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 

journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at 

Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The 

people quarreled with Moses, and said, "Give us water to drink." 

Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 

test the LORD?" But the people thirsted there for water; and the 

people complained against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us 

out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?" 

So Moses cried out to the LORD, "What shall I do with this people? 

They are almost ready to stone me."  

The LORD said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and take 

some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff 

with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in 

front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 

come out of it, so that the people may drink." Moses did so, in the 
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sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and 

Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, 

saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?"  

PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13 

 "If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any 

consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion 

and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 

the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing 

from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 

better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you 

that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 

human likeness. And being found in human form, 
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he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- 

even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that 

is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not 

only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out 

your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at 

work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure." 

MATTHEW 21:23-32 

 "When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the 

elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, "By 

what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?" Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if 
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you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 

do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was 

it of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 

'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe 

him?' 

But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all 

regard John as a prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We do not 

know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 

"What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 

said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will 

not'; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the 

second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not 

go. Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The 

first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For 

John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 

believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; 
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and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and 

believe him.'"  

 




